THOMAS MERTON CENTER

NEW PEOPLE

PITTSBURGH’S PEACE & JUSTICE NEWSPAPER

THE

VOL. 48 No. 2 March 2018

FED-UP P-G PA GERRYMANDERING...............................................................................PAGE 7
RADICALIZING FEMINISTS.........................................................................PAGE 10
JOURNALISTS DEATH IN DONORA....................................................................................PAGE 13
NUCLEAR INSANITY...................................................................................PAGE 15
CHALLENGE PNC BANK ANTI-NUKE CAMPAIGN: GROWING AND SPREADING
PAPER’S OWNER
BY PAUL DORDAL

BY NEIL COSGROVE

It isn’t nostalgic feelings for print
journalism that convinces us the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette must hold
onto its 150 reporters, photographers,
artists, page designers, web and copy
editors, and pay those professionals a
wage commensurate with their skills
and dedication.
And it isn’t a conviction that the
Post-Gazette’s value is similar to
national newspapers like the New
York Times and the Washington
Post that recommends support for
those 150 journalists in their current
conflict with the management of
Block Communications, Inc. No, it’s
our realization that the Post-Gazette’s
regional value exceeds those two
august publications, because only
a fully-staffed daily newspaper can
comprehensively cover the activities
of governments, institutions, and even
peace and social justice organizations
like the Thomas Merton Center within
a region that aspires to a growing,
progressive future.
The truth is, no other institution,
business, or random set of individuals
has demonstrated the ability to play
the role newspapers play every day
in the life of a metropolitan area. It
doesn’t take more than a moment of
reflection to reach that conclusion.
Continues on page 5.....

Responding to An Imminent Threat

It is now two minutes to nuclear doomsday, according to
a January announcement by the Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists. Threats of nuclear war by the United States
against North Korea and others are increasing. The human
race is experiencing a real existential threat not seen in
quite some time.
Thus, it is not surprising that the anti-nuke movement
is again gaining strength. The Stop Banking the Bomb
campaign against PNC Bank is also growing. Our active

endorser list now stands at twenty-one organizations, double
what it was last month. Our endorsers now include national
organizations Peace Action, People’s Congress of Resistance,
Veterans For Peace, and United States Peace Council. And
we continue to grow, with over forty-five people on our
coordinating committee—again double our total last month.
A website will be launched in February and more direct
actions are being planned in the very near future here in the
Pittsburgh region.
We are also in consultation with other chapters of our
sponsoring organizations in Butler, PA, Morgantown, WV,
Continues on page 14.....

DOWN AT THE OK CORRAL:
A MEDITATION ON
AMERICAN VIOLENCE
BY JO TAVENER

Participants in the Stop Banking the Bomb campaign converse with passers-by outside
the PNC bank branch on Forbes Avenue in Squirrel Hill. This action took place on
February 9. (Photo: Neil Cosgrove)

The Thomas Merton Center works to build a consciousness of values
and to raise the moral questions involved in the issues of war, poverty,
racism, classism, economic justice, oppression and environmental
justice.
TMC engages people of diverse philosophies and faiths who find
common ground in the nonviolent struggle to bring about a more
peaceful and just world.

In a two year period (2016-2017) more Americans died
from gun violence than were killed during the entire
Vietnam War.* Does that shock you? If so, it may be
because you didn’t realize that daily life at home is
more dangerous than war waged to protect American
interests abroad.
(*from the Defense Casualty Analysis System (DCAS))
It could hardly be otherwise. There are national memorials celebrating those who died in foreign wars.
There are none for those children and their teachers
killed by tormented youth using military automatic
rifles like the AR15. There are books, movies, music
and lyrics about war and heroism. There aren’t many,
if any, about the courage of teachers and other school
personnel. And once the cameras leave, little is said
about the aftermath of the terror experienced by communities in which school killings occur -- all of which
signifies the glorification of war and its twin cousin,
the willful ignorance of its victims.
Continues on page 3.....
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TMC PROJECTS

Human Rights
Book‘Em: Books to Prisoners Project
bookempgh@gmail.com
www.bookempgh.org
Cities for CEDAW
pgh4CEDAW@gmail.com

Steel Smiling
info@steelsmilingpgh.org
www.steelsmilingpgh.org
412-251-7793

marcellusprotest.org
Pittsburgh 350
350pittsburgh@gmail.com
World.350.org/Pittsburgh

Stop Sexual Assault in the Military
412-361-3022
hildebrew@aol.com

Shalefield Stories
(Friends of the Harmed)
412-422-0272
brigetshields@gmail.com

Fight for Lifers West
fightforliferswest@gmail.com
412-607-1804
Fightforliferswest.org

Anti-War/Anti-Imperialism

Greater Pittsburgh Interfaith Coalition
Anne Wirth 412-716-9750

Pittsburgh Darfur Emergency Coalition
jumphook@gmail.com; www.pittsburghdarfur.org

Anti-War Committee
awc@thomasmertoncenter.org

Human Rights Coalition / Fed Up
(prisoner support and advocacy)
412-802-8575, hrcfedup@gmail.com
www.prisonerstories.blogspot.com
Pittsburghers for Public Transit
412-216-9659
info@pittsburghforpublictransit.org

School of the Americas Watch W. PA
412-271-8414
rothermeljoyce@gmail.com

Westmoreland Marcellus Citizens Group
724-837-0540
lfpochet@verizon.net

Economic Justice
Harambee Ujima/Diversity Footprint
Twitter @HomewoodNation
Pittsburgh Anti-Sweatshop
Community Alliance
412-512-1709

Environmental Justice
Marcellus Shale Protest Group
melpacker@aol.com 412-243-4545

TMC PARTNERS
(Partners are independent partner
organizations who support the nonviolent peace and justice mission of TMC.
- Articles may not necessarily represent
the views of Partners)
Abolitionist Law Center
412-654-9070 abolitionistlawcenter.org
Amnesty International
info@amnestypgh.org - www.amnestypgh.org
Association of Pittsburgh Priests
Sr. Barbara Finch 412-716-9750
www.associationofpittsburghpriests.
com
Battle of Homestead Foundation
412-848-3079
The Big Idea Bookstore
412-OUR-HEAD
www.thebigideapgh.org
The Black Political Empowerment
Project
Tim Stevens 412-758-7898
CeaseFire PA
www.ceasefirepa.org—info@ceasefirepa.
org
Citizens for Social Responsibility
of Greater Johnstown
Larry Blalock, evolve@atlanticbb.net

www.pittsburghraginggrannies.homestead.com

The Global Switchboard Pittsburgh
412-471-7852
admin@globalswitchboard.org
www.theglobalswitchboard.org

Religion and Labor Coalition
412-361-4793 ojomal@aol.com

North Hills Anti-Racism Coalition
412-369-3961   
email:  info@arc.northpgh.org
www.arc.northpgh.org

SWPA Bread for the World
Joyce Rothermel 412-780-5118
rothermeljoyce@gmail.com
United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers of America (UE)
412-471-8919 www.ueunion.org

PA United for Single-Payer
Health Care
www.healthcare4allPA.org
www.PUSH-HC4allPa.blogspot.com
412-421-4242

Veterans for Peace
Paul Dordal 412-999-6913
vfp47wp@yahoo.com

Pittsburgh Area Pax Christi
412-761-4319

Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
Edith Bell 412-661-7149 granbell412@
gmail.com

Pittsburgh Cuba Coalition
412-303-1247 lisacubasi@aol.com
Pittsburgh BDS Coalition
bdspittsburgh@gmail.com

TMC is a Member of

Pittsburgh North People for Peace
412-760-9390 info@pnpp.northpgh.org
www.pnpp.northpgh.org
Pittsburgh Palestine Solidarity Committee
info@pittsburgh-psc.org
www.pittsburgh-psc.org
Raging Grannies
412-963-7163 eva.havlicsek@gmail.com

Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact
Network
412-621-9230
office@piin.org
Pennsylvanians for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty
Martha Conley 412-361-7872,
osterdm@earthlink.net
TMC supports these organizations’
missions.
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BRIDGING GAPS
FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK: COMING TOGETHER, THINKING ANEW, BRIDGING
INTERGENERATIONAL GAPS
BY GABRIEL MCMORLAND

For forty-five years, the Thomas Merton Center has served as a resource hub
for grassroots activists. In 2018, how do
you think we can make more meaningful contributions to justice movements
locally and globally? TMC has always
worked within larger social movements,
and we deeply value listening to your
perspectives.
If you only have thirty seconds, please
click on a quick survey about possible
TMC 2018 events to build skills, knowledge, and community. We want to offer
skills trainings, opportunities for education and discussion, and social spaces

for building relationships. (https://www.
thomasmertoncenter.org/survey)

As always, I welcome deeper conversations with NewPeople readers and TMC
members. If you have time, I would love
to know your thoughts on the questions
I’m contemplating this year.
What work can TMC do that makes the
strongest contributions towards peace
and justice movements? In other words,
what unique contributions do we bring
to various movements and campaigns?
How can our work build power for the
marginalized communities most im-

pacted by the issues we’re focusing on?

Whom should we approach as possible
facilitators or educators for events in
2018? We’re challenging ourselves to
look beyond the familiar faces usually
asked to lead workshops, and to prioritize people of color as presenters.
Lastly, how can we build intergenerational bridges connecting honest lessons
learned from our forty-five-year history
with the urgent demands to create a
better future today? As our 2017 Thomas Merton Awardee Vince Warren said,
“One day thirty years from now, some-

LOCAL ACTIVISTS MEET ACROSS A 50 YEAR DIVIDE
Among the Battle of Homestead programs planned for 2018 are two marking
the 50th anniversary of the momentous
year of 1968, You may be interested in
participating in the planning for one or
both. if so. Contact Charles McCollester
at 412-848-3079
May 12, 2018, “1968: The Heart of the
Matter, An Intergenerational Dialogue”
3:30PM, Historic Pump House
Fifty years ago the global world order
was shaken by a dramatic series of
events: the Tet Offensive in Vietnam;

the assassinations of Martin Luther
King during the Memphis Sanitation
Workers’ strike and Robert Kennedy
following California presidential primary victory; Black rebellions in Detroit
and other American cities including
Pittsburgh; the Paris student revolt;
the Czech Spring and its suppression
by Russian tanks; mass protests at the
Democratic Convention in Chicago;
the massacre of hundreds of students
in Mexico City prior to the Olympics
where medal winners Tommie Smith
and John Carlos raised the Black Power
salute. This program invites discussion

body’s going to look at me and say, ‘Hey,
it’s not 2017 anymore.’” Personally, I
hope that in 2045 I’m still eagerly learning from the diverse experiences of others around me. I don’t expect we’ll answer these questions perfectly today, or
even this year, but I know we can’t do it
without you. Many thanks and contact
me any time at gabriel@thomasmertoncenter.org.
Gabriel McMorland is Executive
Director of the Thomas Merton
Center.

BY CHARLIE MCCOLLESTER

between participants and those impacted by 1968 and a generation of young
activists facing a new global crisis.
September 15, 2018, “Vietnam: A
Working Class War”
9AM - 3PM, CCAC Allegheny Campus
– Co-chairs Jacqui Cavalier & Charles
McCollester
The goal of this program is to provide
an opportunity for the present generation of young people to learn from and
dialogue with those whose lives and
politics were profoundly impacted by

the Vietnam War. The program will include three panels: Vietnam veterans;
anti-war resisters; and one from the
Vietnamese perspective. It will conclude
with a ceremony at the Vietnam Memorial on the North Side honoring T.J.
McGarvey and the Pittsburgh Building
Trades who built the memorial with
donated labor. Co-sponsored with the
Pennsylvania Labor History Society.
Charlie McCollester is a local historian and activist.

DOWN AT THE OK CORRAL: A MEDITATION ON AMERICAN
VIOLENCE (CONT’D)
BY JO TAVENER

number of civilians killed during wars
justified as humanitarian efforts, including our self-congratulatory wish to
spread democracy along with our “national interests.” In Vietnam, the estimate of North Vietnamese/Viet Cong
military and civilian deaths range from
533,000 to 1,489,000.

At the time, the Vietnam War was justified as necessary to stopping the advance of Communism, as if a communist
Vietnam would undermine freedoms at
home. An entire generation of Vietnamese was devastated to protect ordinary
Americans. How then are we to understand the lack of Congressional action
to regulate gun sales that would protect
us and our children? The irony is bitter.
We are protected from what is improbable and dismissed when violence is probable. In neither case was the interest of
ordinary folks a priority.
The entire situation only makes sense
to me when I look at both instances as
indicative of the larger problem. Are we
a democracy where social justice prevails and the general welfare is more
important than the interests of the monied classes? Rather, it appears as if our
democracy is little more than a mediated simulacra, masking the identities of
those who run the country and own the
nation by controlling its wealth and resources.

One of the basic tenets of neoliberalism
is to reduce the power of government
so that the financial and corporate interests have free reign to shape the
nation according to their priorities. Another is to privatize the Commons and
bring all interactions under the sway
of a market logic. What the Citizens
United Supreme Court ruling did was
enable the richest among us to control
the government even further by buying our representatives through huge
campaign contributions and the fear of
being primaried. The brothers Koch created ALEC to help their newly minted
congressional employees write legislation in support of their interests. Other
billionaires underwrite an entire right
wing media to promote their policy objectives and provide a corporately controlled media that more often than not
has similar priorities with a cadre of
experts, lobbyists and spokespersons to
sell their wares to the public at large.
We need to face the fact that our democracy is too weak at present to fend
off even the slaughter of our children
largely due to Congressional inaction.
Its weakness is caused by a politics corrupted by the 1 percent, supported by a
Supreme Court majority and actualized
by a party duopoly bought on the open
market.
One can talk about the gun culture of

the South or the West. It has worked
wonderfully as a political wedge issue
for a long time. The romantic resonance
of such cultures, with their roots in the
19th Century American myth of the
self-made man living free by his own ingenuity, is on the wane, though its evocative nostalgic power has recently been
given a Trumpist bump. When men go
hunting, they go to resort farms that
grow the animals to be slaughtered.
When men go out for target practice, it’s
also embedded in the masculine fantasy -- as cowboys, federal marshals, the
frontier where men “free, white and 21,”
subdued nature and the “savages” that
lived off its bounty. Why else go out for
target practice? You don’t really expect
a showdown at the office.

Students across the US walk out of class to protest
gun violence. (Photo: AP News)

The TV series “WestWorld” makes a
further point. In 21st Century America,
people are grown to be slaughtered as
well. It’s more palpable if you can think
of them as robots. At present, we haven’t yet found a way of displacing the
stark reality of school shootouts.
Jo Tavener is a member of the NewPeople Collective. She writes about
the relationship between culture
and politics
Postscript: the post-Columbine generations’ gun control activism is the way of
hope.
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MERTON CENTER NEWS
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN THE MERTON CENTER NOW

March is member renewal month at the
Merton Center! If your membership
has expired, you will likely find a letter
asking you to renew in your mailbox
soon. Has it been awhile since you were
a member? Then consider rejoining.
Your membership is very important to
us as we increase our efforts throughout
2018.

If you are reading this article and are
not a TMC member, consider joining
us in our urgent mission to build a consciousness of values and to raise the
moral questions involved in the issues
of war, poverty, racism, classism, economic justice, human rights, and environmental justice. We engage people of
diverse philosophies and faiths who find
common ground in the nonviolent struggle to bring about a more peaceful and
just world.
Now is not the time to sit on the side-

lines. Team up with others to be a voice
of conscience in our region. Stay connected with the social justice and peace
community by receiving weekly eblasts
of activities, as well as The NewPeople
in the mail or online. Take a look at our
TMC projects and partners on page two
of this issue. Consider participating in
their efforts. Discover the power and
solidarity that comes from being part of
something greater than any of us can be
on our own.

Current TMC members, we ask you to
accept the challenge to become a monthly peacemaker (donor), by pledging to
give each month through a commitment
at your bank or on a credit card. Donations that come in regularly through
the monthly peacemaker giving provide
a reliable source of revenue to meet our
on-going obligations for rent, utilities
and staffing. We would like to count on

you to become a monthly peacemaker!

Last year, over 70 TMC members were
Cornerstone Sustainers. Their gifts
made up over 30% of the funding needed to run the Center. Each Cornerstone
Sustainer gave $500 or more annually
toward the efforts of the TMC. If you
can, please consider stepping up to become a new Cornerstone Sustainer this
year. Let us know of your interest and
we will provide you more information.
There are many ways to make your
membership gift. Clip the form included in this issue of The NewPeople and
mail it in, or go to the TMC website at
www.thomasmertoncenter.org and click
on “Take Action.” If you get a renewal
notice in the mail, respond with the envelope provided. Membership rates are
flexible. Regular renewals are $50 for
individuals and $100 for families. The
low-income rate is $15. The introducto-

ry and lapsed memberships rate is $25
again this year. Organization and congregation memberships are also available.
If you can, respond right away, without
delay. Put your membership to work
now to ensure the strength of the TMC
throughout 2018. If you have never
been to the Center, please stop by Monday through Friday between 10 AM and
4 PM. Get a closer look at the Center
through your visit and by reviewing the
information included on our website.
You, your time, your talent, and your
money are at the heart of the Merton
Center. People like you have supported
the TMC since 1972. Now is our time to
ensure the vitality of its mission through
our annual membership support.
Thank you!
The Thomas Merton Center

MEET BOB WILSON, NEW TMC BOARD MEMBER
BY JOYCE ROTHERMEL

Through the Merton Center, one has the
great privilege of meeting and getting to
know many inspiring fellow travelers.
For those who do not yet know him, it
is my honor to introduce Bob Wilson,
who began his first term of service on
the Merton Center Board of Directors in
January.
Bob was born in Brownsville, Fayette
County and graduated from Connellsville Joint High School. Bob noted, “My
parents were very generous with their
love, their limited time, and their limited resources. They took in my maternal grandmother, who developed Parkinson’s, as well as my aunt and cousin
when my aunt divorced at a time this
was socially unacceptable. My parents
found time to be deeply involved in both
church and community.”
A strong work ethic was ingrained in
Bob and his siblings. He was the first
in his family to go to college, getting his
undergraduate degree at West Virginia
Wesleyan College, where he majored in
Bible and Religion with minors in English and Philosophy. He continued his
education at Boston University, where
he got a Master’s degree in Theology.
Bob was ordained a deacon in the United Methodist Church in 1971 and an elder in 1972.
Bob’s awareness of peace and social
justice values came early. He learned
through his faith formation that Jesus
expected him to bump up against the
status quo. He recalls that “in High
School I was opposed to the Vietnam
War and considered conscientious objection; my friends tolerated my position,
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with which they greatly disagreed.”
At Wesleyan Bob was educated further
about what was happening in Vietnam.
He participated in late night debates
and became more conscious. He wrote
letters and by the time Bob was a senior he participated in anti-war demonstrations, which were important in
his growth. Boston University School
of Theology has long been committed
to the social gospel and social justice.
About his time there, Bob said, “I greatly deepened my education and participated in more demonstrations.”
When Bob moved to the West End of
Pittsburgh in 1976, he did not hesitate
to address justice concerns in his preaching. His pastoral care skills helped him
continue relationships with many of the
folks who were angered by his preaching. Bob would do things like celebrate
Molly Rush and plough shares 8. Bob
says, “I experienced considerable push
back when I took a very progressive
stand on amnesty for draft dodgers and
some resistance when we resettled a
family of H’Mong immigrants.” He was
a founding member of the South West
Action Coalition.
When asked how he lives out his convictions for peace and social justice, Bob responded, “What is not visible is my spiritual life and the important ever evolving
way it grounds the way I live out my
convictions for peace and social justice.
For me, the weaving together of spiritual contemplation and action are essential—they inform each other. While
my spiritual life includes Creation Spirituality, Buddhist practice and Rieke, I

have lived out my convictions primarily in the vessel of the United Methodist Church, which has also led me to be
involved in both ecumenical and interfaith work. Most recently I have been
the co-chair of the United Methodist
Anti-Racism team, with which I still do
workshops and such; I have been the cochair of the Reconciling Ministries team
that focuses on LGBTQIA concerns, for
which I have long been an advocate; and
I chair the United Methodist Committee
on Native American Ministries. I am a
member of the Pittsburgh Clergy Consortium (spiritual leaders who advocate
for the LGBTQIA community). When I
am invited to preach I usually focus on
justice concerns.”

all generations have wisdom to share
with each other.
When asked where he finds hope, Bob
responded: “… I find hope in knowing
there are many people working in many
ways to bring justice into life this moment. I celebrate the existence and work
of organizations such as The Methodist
Federation of Social Action, the Reconciling Ministries Network, The Human
Rights Campaign, Bike Pittsburgh and
more.”
Bob Wilson, it is nice to meet you!
Thank you for your generous willingness to serve on the TMC Board of Directors.

It does not seem surprising that Bob
would connect with the Thomas Merton
Center. He came to know of the Center in 1976 and has been a member on
and off since then. Bob was surprised
to be invited to run for the board and to
be elected. He confides, “I …embraced
this as a means to be open to letting the
journey of my recent (2015) retirement
unfold. I resonate strongly with the
mission of the Merton Center…. TMC
gives me the opportunity to participate
with a broader diverse base than one
particular faith denomination.”
Bob intends to bring his energy, commitment to intersectionality of justice
concerns, commitment to collaboration,
and organizational process skills to his
board work. While he has strong opinions, he is willing to be challenged and
is able to say “I’m sorry” when needed.
He is a deep listener and believes that

Photo of Bob Wilson, provided by Joyce
Rothermel

STANDING UP FOR JOURNALISTS
FED-UP P-G JOURNALISTS CHALLENGE PAPER’S OWNER (CONT’D)
of their role’s importance has convinced
the Post-Gazette’s journalists they had
to go along with cuts in staff, pay and
benefits during contract negotiations
with the paper’s owners, Block
Communications. They accepted that
the paper was losing money because
advertisers were spending less on print,
and because readers were getting more
and more of their news content from online platforms (even though the bitter
truth was that much of that content
originated from print journalists).

Since the first give-backs, according
to the Newspaper Guild of Pittsburgh,
its “members have earned 10 percent
less than in 2006, pensions have been
frozen, benefits have been cut; health
care coverage has decreased.” The
journalists have been working without
a contract since the end of last March,
and Block’s aggressive, disrespectful
negotiating tactics since that time
finally caused their union to go public
with their fears about the future of the
paper on January 25th.
To dramatize their plight, Guild
members initiated a “byline strike”
on that day, meant to illustrate that

without the content they produced daily
the Post-Gazette would not exist. For
four days, with 100% participation, no
bylines appeared with stories, columns,
photographs and graphics on either the
paper’s print edition or its web-site.

What caused workers characteristically
reticent when it comes to publicly
describing their struggles as employees
to make such an unusual statement?
First, Block has hired as its chief
negotiator a Nashville-based attorney,
Richard Lowe, from a law firm notorious
for busting newspaper unions, including
at the Houston Chronicle. When Block
used the firm for contract negotiations
at the Toledo Blade in 2006, a lockout
resulted that the National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB) ruled illegal.
Second, Block has stuck with their
initial demands that the company have
the right to make Guild members parttime, to hire “freelancers, managers
and third-party vendors” to do work
now under jurisdiction of the Guild,
and to “unilaterally change health-care
benefits at any time,” Michael Fuoco,
the Pittsburgh Guild President, reports.
In fact, the Guild has filed a charge of

unfair labor practice with the NLRB,
following the company’s decision not to
pay a 5% increase in health insurance
premiums, which the expired contract
requires Block to pay. Guild members’
health-care benefits will be cut on April
1 if Block continues to refuse to pay the
premium increase.

As of this writing, Block appears to
be sticking by its original negotiating
stance, and the journalists may initiate
further job actions. If they do so, they
are hoping for strong support from
local institutions, politicians, and
social justice organizations such as the
Merton Center. The journalists are now
convinced that any further give-backs
to Block will permanently damage the
quality of the publication to which they
have devoted their professional lives.
A strong argument exists that Block
Communications can manage quite well
without further gouging its newspaper
employees. The company, private,
family-owned, and therefore free of
common shareholder pressures, owns
only two papers—the Post-Gazette and
the Toledo Blade—along with several
TV stations and holdings in cable,
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telephone, high-speed internet and even
a construction company that specializes
in “optic installation.” Regardless of
money lost at their newspapers, the
company made over $100 million in
profits in the past year, Fuoco points
out.
Rather than wreck a community asset an
entire region with millions of residents
depends upon, the Block family and
their company need to push for fair
and appropriate compensation for the
work of their employees. If, for instance,
Facebook really wants to make up for the
damage done during the 2016 election,
it will go beyond inserting local news
reporting into user news feeds and start
paying publishers for the content their
publications produce, every time such
content appears on the platform. After
all, cable companies, and subscribers,
must pay “carriage fees” for the right to
host TV channels. That is one more just
way to finance the journalism necessary
to a functioning democracy.
Neil Cosgrove is a member of the
NewPeople editorial collective and
the Merton Center board.

HOW TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE POST-GAZETTE’S JOURNALISTS
BY NEIL COSGROVE

The Newspaper Guild of Pittsburgh is asking our readers to remind the owners and management of the
Post-Gazette of their “civic responsibility” as stewards of a 231-year-old newspaper that has been “a vital,
necessary part of the Pittsburgh community’s fabric.”
The above article explains just how Block Communications, through its past and current contract negotiations
with the Post-Gazette’s journalists, is jeopardizing both the quality and the very future of the newspaper. “In
the past 12 years,” says Michael Fuoco, President of the Guild local, “all of the unions, through staffing cuts
(buyouts), and wage and benefits cuts have given the company $100 million annually in givebacks … the fact
they keep going to our pockets for more is an abomination.”
The Guild urges our members and readers to phone and send letters to the Post-Gazette’s owners
and managers expressing our concern regarding the newspapers future, and our anger over Block
Communications “draconian contract offer.” Contact information is provided below:
Allan Block

John Robinson Block

Chairman, Block Communications, Inc.

Publisher and Editor-in-Chief

405 Madison Ave., Suite 2100

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Toledo, OH 43604

358 North Shore Drive, Suite 300

419-724-6212

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Lisa Hurm

412-263-1861

General Manager

David M. Shribman

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Executive Editor

2201 Sweeny Drive

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Clinton, PA 15026

358 North Shore Drive, Suite 300

412-263-2708

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Linda Guest

412-263-1890

Senior Human Resources Manager
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
220 Sweeney Drive
Clinton, PA 15026
412-263-1329
Neil Cosgrove is a member of the NewPeople editorial collective and the Merton Center board.

ON TV EVERY THURS @ 9pm DURING MARCH 2018

COMCAST 21 & VERIZON 47

www.pctv21.org
Progressive Pgh Notebook TV Series Presents:

THOMAS MERTON CENTER AWARD 2017
“Congratulations! Center for
Constitutional Rights”

FEBRUARY - THOMAS MERTON CENTER AWARD
BANQUET
Held November 20, 2017.
Award Presented to CCR Exec. Director Vince
Warren
MARCH – INFORMAL PRESS CONFERENCE WITH
VINCE WARREN, EXEC. DIR. CCR
Videographer and Editor: Rich Fishkin
YouTube.com/richfishpgh
Community Producer PCTV21: C S Rhoten
tvnotebook@gmail.com
412-363-7472
Pittsburgh Community Television Corporation
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INVESTING IN PEACE AND JUSTICE
YOUR MONEY - A PEACEMAKER

JUST DO IT!

BY BONNIE DICARLO

We are all peacemakers as we live our
lives. We each have our own journey,
yet together, as members of the Thomas Merton Center, we are a force. The
environment, labor, gun safety, transportation, capital punishment, political
advocacy, anti-war actions -all are areas where we make a difference in our
community and in the world.
But what about our personal savings
and investments? Just as we make a
difference with our activities, we can
make a difference with our money!
I now take a moment to tell a personal
story.
In 1984 I attended a financial planning
conference in Boston. One of the workshops was presented by the Calvert
Mutual Funds. They were the only family of funds I knew whose basis for investing was being socially responsible. I
attended that session, along with about
15 other planners. I thought “Wow, this
is pretty good. 15 people were willing
to learn about being good stewards of
their money, and the earth.” WRONG!
Three of us were serious. The other 12
actually came to question and harass
the speaker. They maintained there
was no way you could make money
without investing in tobacco, alcohol,

BY BETTE MCDEVITT

guns and companies that polluted.

non-renewable energy.

Now it’s 2018, and these doubters have
been proven wrong year after year. It
really is possible to be ‘peacemakers’
with your investments. Many companies now have socially responsible
funds in their family of funds. In fact,
teachers insisted that their retirement
money could be invested responsibly,
and they succeeded in adding socially
responsible funds to their choices.

The Thomas Merton Center board of
directors has chosen to invest a portion of the Center’s reserve in socially
responsible investments. This is what
an organization should do - one whose
Mission is to bring about understanding and change that leads to a peaceful
existence for all.

“Responsible investing” has many different meanings. Some mutual funds
do not invest in oil companies, or companies that do not have women on their
board of directors, or companies that
pollute the environment, or companies
that support the war machine, or companies that make dangerous toys for
children. They will invest in companies
that encourage their workers to be involved in the community, in companies
that have a diverse workforce, in companies that pay their employees a living wage, and in companies that simply
care about people.
Our own Wanda Guthrie, and her committee members, has been leading the
discussion with the City of Pittsburgh,
encouraging them to divest their monies from companies that invest in

Think about where YOUR money is
invested. There are many good professional managers of money who take the
future of this earth seriously. If you are
interested in knowing more about being a peacemaker through your investments, call the Merton Center. They
have helpful information, information
that will guide you in making good decisions about how to invest your money.
We have a responsibility to be good
stewards of the earth. Let’s begin to do
that with our money as well as our actions.
Bonnie DiCarlo is a member of the
Thomas Merton Center and serves
on the Finance Committee.

BY JOYCE ROTHERMEL

Margaret Tran, Bread’s Regional Organizer, will bring us up to date on
this year’s focus for the annual Offering of Letters (annually members of
congregations/groups write letters to
Congress on a targeted issue identified
by the national Bread for the World office). Elizabeth Fishback, director of
Sen. Casey’s regional office, will tell us
about plans for the reauthorization of
the Farm Bill that supports SNAP and
several other domestic and international food programs. Dennis McManus,
Government Relations Director at the
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food
Bank, will help us understand the role
that advocates are playing to improve
the next Farm Bill.
Break-out groups will feature some
creative approaches to this year’s Offering of Letters; some how-to’s in meeting
with elected officials and those running
for office this year (with role plays); and
finally, ways congregations and others
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can support Summer Food Service Program sites that offer children’s meals
over the summer right here in our area.
Plan now to attend. Watch for information in the April issue of The NewPeople on how to register or call Myra
Mann at 412-882-6252.
What Is Bread for the World?
Bread for the World is a collective
Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home
and abroad. By changing policies, programs, and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, we provide
help and opportunity far beyond the
communities where we live. We can
end hunger in our time. Everyone, including our government, must do their
part. With the stroke of a pen, policies are made that redirect millions of
dollars and affect millions of lives. By
making our voices heard in Congress,
we make our nation’s laws more fair
and compassionate to people in need.
Bread for the World members write
personal letters and emails and meet
with our members of Congress. Working through our churches, campuses,
and other organizations, we engage
more people in advocacy. Each year,
Bread for the World invites churches
across the country to take up a nationwide Offering of Letters to Congress on
an issue that is important to hungry
and poor people. As a non-profit, Bread
for the World works in a bipartisan
way. Our network of thousands of in-

If you’ve been thinking about it, you
could start with moving your bank
account from the local bank that has
loaned out over one billion dollars of its
deposits to manufacturers of nuclear
weapons. You can read more about that
bank in another article in this issue.
Beyond that, you’ll find plenty of funds
and investment companies who will be
happy to do your investing for you. You
might have a look at a Kiplinger article called “7 Great Socially Responsible Mutual Funds.” I was happy to see
that Kiplinger, a model of “safe” investing, gave approval to two funds I found
many years ago, plodding through the
internet, because I trust only my own
judgment.
Give it a try, and get rid of some of the
guilt we carry around. You’ll feel better,
and it won’t even hurt!

SW PA BREAD FOR THE WORLD WORKSHOP, SUNDAY, APRIL 15
The threats to domestic and international food programs have never been
more real. The proposed Trump budget for 2019 would devastate the US
food and nutrition safety net known as
SNAP (the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program). There is something
all of us can do. To find out, plan now to
attend this year’s SW PA Bread for the
World Workshop scheduled for Sunday,
April 15 from 1-4 PM in the John Knox
Room at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 616 N. Highland Avenue in East
Liberty.

It is becoming easier to find funds and
investment firms that focus on issues
you care about, as Bonnie DiCarlo
points out in the adjoining article. The
funds are prolific and the issues have
expanded beyond the scope of alcohol,
tobacco, and guns. How well we know
that there are many more evils in the
world.

dividual members, churches, and denominations ensures Bread’s presence
in all U.S. congressional districts. Together, we build the political commitment needed to overcome hunger and
poverty.
The SW PA Bread for the World Team
is a regional Bread for the World Chapter. The Bread Team meets periodically at Christian Associates of SW
PA, located at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. We host an annual Bread
for the World Workshop in the spring
and promote the annual offering of letters in area Christian Churches and
Congregations, meet with US Senators
and Representatives in their local offices, and attend the annual Bread for the
World Lobby Day in early June.
For more information, contact Myra
Mann at 412-882-6252 mannm36@hotmail.com or Joyce Rothermel at 412780-5118 rothermeljoyce@gmail.com

Picture provided by Joyce Rothermel

Bette McDevitt is a member of
the Editorial Collective and of the
Pittsburgh Raging Grannies.

AN UPDATE ON
GERRYMANDERING
IN PA
BY SUZANNE

BROUGHTON

The new map of Congressional districts
will be a significant improvement, provided it is actually implemented for
the 2018 Congressional elections. But
it solves only half the problem, and
solves that half only temporarily! Half
the problem because the Congressional
districts are better, but we still have a
gerrymandered state legislature. Temporarily because after the 2020 census
the districts will be redrawn in 2021 the
same way they were in 2011 – unless we
change the system now!
Gerrymandering – the manipulation of
election district lines – has been happening for over 200 years, but it has
become a serious problem recently because computers have made it much
more precise. Data mining reveals past
election patterns, party registration,
and many personal characteristics of
individual voters. Precise computer
mapping techniques allow politicians to
draw districts – often having grotesque
shapes – that group voters according to
that data to produce the desired election outcome – currently 13 Republican districts and 5 Democrat districts
despite voter registration and voting
patterns for statewide offices favoring
Democrats.
Continues on page 7.....

REFORMING STATE POLITICS
AN UPDATE ON GERRYMANDERING IN PA (CONT’D)

In Pennsylvania, Congressional redistricting is done as an ordinary bill in the
legislature. The party in power draws
the maps – limited only by the veto of
the governor. The Pennsylvania Constitution requires that the maps for districts in the state legislature be drawn
by a five-person commission: the majority and minority leaders of the state
Senate and House plus a fifth person
agreed upon by those four or chosen by
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court when
the four cannot agree. In the next redistricting cycle, the court will probably
have a majority of Democrats, unlike
the court in 2011.
A recent lawsuit challenged the constitutionality of the Congressional districts adopted in 2011. It introduced the
public to the role of courts in resolving
redistricting issues. It is instructive to
look at a previous lawsuit that occurred
in 2011. Amanda Holt became curious
about the state legislative districts.
The Pennsylvania Constitution also
requires that the maps split no more
municipalities than “absolutely necessary” and allows a citizen who thinks
maps violate that provision to challenge

the maps in the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court. Amanda drew several maps that
split many fewer municipalities. She
challenged the official maps. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, even though it
then had a Republican majority, agreed
with Amanda and threw out the maps.
But the effect of a lawsuit is limited. All
that the court could do was to send the
maps back to the five-member commission that created them for a redo. The
commission drew a new set of maps that
still did not satisfy Amanda. When she
took to this second set to the court, it approved the maps. That lawsuit produced
only a partial improvement at considerable expense to ordinary citizens.
In the current lawsuit challenging the
2011 Congressional maps, the Democrat
majority court took a more aggressive
position by placing a time limit on the
production of a new map. But the court
still had to send the redrawing process
back to the politicians that created the
original map. Since the legislature and
the governor are of the opposite party,
the time limit was not met. The court
then drew its own map, a new procedure
that has created more political contro-

BY SUZANNE BROUGHTON

versy. This lawsuit did not take politics
– of either party – out of the process
of drawing maps! The most important
point is that lawsuits only correct existing maps – sometimes only partially. They do not ensure more equitable
maps in the future.
If there is no change, in 2021 after the
next census, we will be stuck with these
same two procedures for creating maps
– more gerrymandered maps and probably more lawsuits. We can do better! We
can create a new system that replaces
both processes.
A proposed new system would have
all the maps drawn by an independent
commission of 11 voters in three groups:
4 registered with each major party and
3 registered as independents or with
other parties. The commission could not
include office holders, their spouses, lobbyists, or paid staff and officers of political parties. The commission could not
use address of any individual, political
affiliation of voters, previous election results or other mined data. It must hold
public hearings and make the information being used to draft maps available
to the public, probably on the Internet.

Final approval of the maps would require at least one vote from each of the
three groups. This proposal is in the legislature as Senate Bill 22 and (identical)
House Bill 722. Since these bills will
amend the Pennsylvania Constitution,
one must pass in both the 2017-18 and
2018-19 legislative sessions and be approved by voters in a referendum. HB22
has 108 co-sponsors, more than half of
the 203 members of the House, but is
stuck in the House State Government
Committee. The Senate State Government Committee has just scheduled a
hearing for March 27 on SB22 and several competing redistricting bills.
You can find more information at www.
fairdistrictspa.com. Join Fair Districts
PA by clicking on the JOIN US button
to receive email updates. Contact your
legislators to support SB22 and HB722.
Suzanne Broughton is a past president of the League of Women Voters of Greater Pittsburgh and is
currently a member of the Fair Districts PA speakers team.

PREPARING FOR THE MARCH ON HARRISBURG WITH THE POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN
BY WANDA GUTHRIE

Join the Movement for Democracy In
their Barnstorming Campaign

how to participate in the Poor People’s
Campaign.

Adam Eichen, co-author with Frances
Moore Lappe of Daring Democracy: Igniting Power, Meaning, and Connection
for the America We Want, will be joining
the March On Harrisburg (MOH) for
a speaking tour and democracy training hosted by Unitarian Universalist
Churches across Pennsylvania.

Join the Movement for Democracy
in Pittsburgh!
Mar 9, 6:30pm - 9:30pm
Unitarian Universalist Church of the
North Hills
2359 W Ingomar Rd

The forum will include a speech from
Eichen, MOH Executive Director Rabbi
Michael Pollack, and other March On
Harrisburg organizers.

Pittsburgh, PA

Organizers from the Poor People’s Campaign,: A National Call for Moral Revival, will be joining the group as well.
MOH has signed onto Rev. William Barber’s Poor People’s Campaign, a 6-week
national campaign that will engage in
nonviolent civil disobedience simultaneously at 25 State Capitol buildings
across the country, intending to launch
a “moral revival” in our national political debate. After the speakers, there will
be a citizen lobbying training on our anti-corruption, pro-democracy bills. We
will also be providing information on

First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh

And
Mar 10, 9:00am - 12:00pm
605 Morewood Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-2999
Organized by March on Harrisburg,
Daring Democracy, Poor People’s Campaign, and the UU Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network
Preparing for the March on Harrisburg
with the Poor People’s Campaign

Picture provided by Wanda Guthrie

Wanda Guthrie is a long time peace
and social justice advocate.
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AMAZON HQ2: BOOM OR BUST?
HOW AMAZON HQ2 WOULD WORSEN THE HOUSING CRISIS
Numerous Pittsburghers approach this
news with caution, especially those
concerned about the cost of putting a
roof over your head.
Affordable housing has been a hotbutton issue in Pittsburgh for years.
Low-income housing units provide
living spaces for the percentage of
a city’s population that makes less
than the median household income.
As Pittsburgh’s average household
income increases, housing prices rise,
pushing low-income residents out of
neighborhoods.
In 2011, Target moved into East
Liberty. The store was celebrated-CityLab pointed out the need for a
“large anchor business” in East Liberty,
an anchor that brought salaried jobs
to the area. But Target’s arrival fueled

Pittsburgh’s destruction of affordable
housing in East Liberty, forcing lowincome residentsout.The area now hosts
luxury apartments.

The federal government has policies in
place to aid citizens who need affordable
housing, such as Section 8 vouchers.
These vouchers are given to low-income
families, the disabled or the elderly to
ensure housing safety and accessibility.
Each voucher acts as a portion of
rent. In the case of residents living in
East Liberty, vouchers were given for
relocation, but this process can take up
to two years.
This narrative is common across
Pittsburgh:
commercial
stores,
inaccessible to their low-income
neighbors, move in and housing
is dismantled to accommodate the
wealthier residents. The displaced
tenants are being pushed into the
suburbs. Look at Lawrenceville, named
one of Lonely Planet’s “Hot ‘Hoods in
the U.S.” in October 2017. The travel
magazine highlights Lawrenceville’s
draw for artisans and entrepreneurs who

are “using the deeply discounted spaces
to try their hand at everything from
start-up ateliers to microbreweries.”
But a house in Lawrenceville cost three
times more in 2013 than what it did in
2000.

impacted the rise strikingly. Zillow
highlights that housing prices in Seattle
increased 84.7% over the seven years
since Amazon’s construction, taking the
average cost for a single family home
from $373,800 to $690,200.

Pittsburgh is chasing Amazon, enticing
the company with low housing costs and
revitalized neighborhoods. If Amazon
settles in the Steel City, affordable
housing will suffer.

A similar trend can be assumed for
Pittsburgh. A study by Apartment List
predicts that after Amazon’s arrival,
annual rents in the city will increase
over a ten-year period by 1.2 to 1.6
percent each year, on top of normal rent
growth of 3 percent increasing annual
rents by $6,970 to $9,533. Currently,
the median rent is $837, as reported by
Business Insider.

Among Amazon’s short list of cities for
HQ2, Pittsburgh has the lowest median
price for a house, according to Realtor.
com. Amazon is attracted to the low
housing costs.
Once Amazon developed their first
campus in Downtown Seattle, housing
prices began to climb. According to
GeekWire, the average rent for a 650
square foot apartment in South Lake
Union, where Amazon headquarters is
located, saw a $45 raise in rent each
year from 2011-2015. Though these
numbers were not changed only by
Amazon, the company’s development

If rents continues to increase, lowincome housing will be dismantled.
Without
wage
increases,
local
Pittsburghers will not be able to afford
housing in the city. These people will
be forced into the suburbs, limiting
their access to necessities such as public
transport and jobs.
Maggie Weaver is an intern at the
NewPeople Newspaper.

AMAZON HQ2 WON’T DELIVER WHAT WORKING PITTSBURGHERS NEED
As developers in our area continue
to level working class neighborhoods
to make room for Google, Uber, and
high-profile startups, Amazon is now
considering Pittsburgh for its second
headquarters. Some are hopeful about
what this could mean for our city, but
questions persist regarding lack of
transparency surrounding the bid, the
integrity and accuracy of the proposal,
and its socioeconomic impact. We have
no reason to expect Amazon, or any
other corporation, could actually deliver
wealth and opportunity to working
people.
Contrary to the praise of Seattle’s
neoliberal politicians and business
leaders, a closer look at the impact
of Amazon’s original headquarters
reveals the harm done. When corporate
giants march into regions starving
for solid, well-paying jobs, they often
do so irresponsibly, destabilizing
public infrastructure and accessibility
while
spitting
out
unemployed,
underemployed,
and
underserved
people. The consequences of twisting a
city’s priorities to pull in a massive techbased corporation include increasingly
unaffordable housing and a diversion
of tax dollars from public services to
private interests.
Seattle’s homeless population has
ballooned since Amazon’s arrival, as
housing prices rose by as much as 31%
and rents by 57% in some neighborhoods.
An underfunded, inaccessible public
transit system reinforces gentrification
and racial inequality. While the people
of Seattle and politicians like City
Councilperson Kshama Sawant stand
up to Amazon’s destructive takeover,
the company is turning to another city
to exploit.
Jeff Bezos and Amazon executives
pitch that HQ2 will generate up to
50,000 “high-paying” jobs. But white
collar workers exposed their company
in 2015 for the toll that came with six-
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figure salaries: abusive treatment, oncall hours, and late night harassment.
Hundreds have shared the serious
physical and psychological repercussions
they attribute to Amazon’s corporate
culture, including having considered or
attempted suicide.

to rent a two-bedroom apartment, but
companies like Walnut Capital reap tax
breaks while driving gentrification and
reckless redevelopment. Communities
and activists fight to preserve and
develop affordable housing and reduce
homelessness, but housing costs have
as much as tripled over the last decade;
Amazon’s distribution workers also
HUD-subsidized homes fail to meet
suffer long hours and brutal conditions,
housing standards; and vacant housing
but without a sustainable paycheck or
continues to deteriorate.
decent benefits. Within a few months
of establishing several thousand Moreover,
the
Port
Authority’s
warehouse jobs in exchange for millions proposal for a Bus Rapid Transit
in state and local tax breaks, Amazon plan caters to the convenience of
recently became Ohio’s 19th ranking more affluent neighborhoods, while
employer whose workers rely on SNAP further marginalizing working class
benefits. An economic boon was promised communities relying on service. The
to Licking County, Ohio, where nearly city faces a water crisis due to Veolia’s
13% of residents live below the poverty attempt to maximize profit, which has
line; yet one in ten Amazon employees destroyed infrastructure; homes and
of the warehouse located there receive schools suffer high lead levels in the
food assistance. The Economic Policy water supply, especially in poor and
Institute found that the opening of predominantly black communities.
Amazon warehouse centers does not Pittsburgh Public Schools are struggling.
increase regional employment, but in Without sufficient training or education,
some counties decreases employment working people are left behind, and
as local competitors shed higher-paying income inequality in the country’s “most
positions.
liveable city” widens.
Nonetheless, Amazon’s call for HQ2
proposals is clear in its desire for
generous incentives in exchange
for jobs. Corporations like UPMC
already take advantage of subsidies,
to the detriment of underfunded public
services and infrastructure. Citing
post-industrial depopulation, Allegheny
County Executive Rich Fitzgerald
(D) boasts the region’s capacity to
accommodate an incoming population,
ignoring the “Google effect’s” sacrificial
impact. Attracted to a cheaper cost
of living and higher-paying tech jobs,
newcomers transform local priorities
while the cost of living skyrockets for
native Pittsburghers. Our communities
suffer the direct and calamitous effects
of this quid pro quo.
Right now, without Amazon’s HQ2,
many working class families can’t afford

All workers deserve at least a $15/hour
minimum wage, unionized jobs, and
free education. Taxing large companies
like Amazon, UPMC, and Uber could
fund critical, basic social services,
high-quality public schools, clean
water, accessible public transit, safe

BY ALEX LUCENA AND

ALICIA SALVADEO

and dignified housing, and more. The
wealth and resources of these corporate
behemoths should also come under
democratic public control.
Corporations and developers must be
held responsible, pay taxes, and work
for and with our communities. The
prioritization of a “business-friendly”
climate puts the whole city at risk, while
our so-called “renaissance” benefits
a select wealthy few at the expense of
many.
Existing problems, and the HQ2
application, illuminate a city and
county government led by a corporateallied Democratic Party unwilling to
stand up for struggling residents’ needs.
The two-party system has repeatedly
demonstrated its subservience to
capitalist interests that create more
obstacles than they fix. Working
and oppressed people must build an
organized movement, led by community
groups and activists, strong unions,
and independent candidates who refuse
corporate cash while fighting alongside
our communities. A new party of the
99% will win real and lasting economic
and social justice victories and ensure
that development can truly deliver what
working people need.
Alex Lucena and Alicia Salvadeo are
members of Socialist Alternative
Pittsburgh.

Picture provided by the authors

With the announcement that Pittsburgh
made the short list for Amazon’s second
headquarters (HQ2), some were thrilled;
the company has seduced cities with its
promise of 50,000 jobs and a five billion
dollar investment in the chosen city.

BY MAGGIE WEAVER

SEEDS OF INJUSTICE
STATE SANCTIONED REPRESSION GROWS IN LATIN AMERICA

Sometimes we can get so caught up in
what is happening here in the US that
we give little attention to what is happening south of the border. Let’s take
a look at what is going on now in Mexico and Honduras. Last December, the
administration of Enrique Pena Nieto
in Mexico approved the Internal Security Law. It provides more power and
expands impunity to the Mexican army.
The law, which guarantees the presence
of the army in the streets, was approved
when 2017 became the most violent
year in the history of Mexico. One person was killed every 16 minutes and 9
seconds. This is the backdrop for the
presidential elections that will happen
in Mexico this year.

Since the beginning of the War on
Drugs, started by former president Felipe Calderón in 2007 and supported by
the United States through the Merida
Initiative, the Mexican army was sent
to the streets to exercise public security actions, taking over police tasks.
Although public security is a matter of
civil order and not military, the participation of the army in matters of public security was presented as the only
alternative to combat organized crime
groups and to stop the violence that has
left more than 250,000 people dead and
more than 30,000 people disappeared in
the last 11 years.
The dark past and the participation of
the army in situations of violence have
been widely documented. Many Mexicans question the powers granted by the
new Internal Security Law. Over the
last three years, as a part of the War on

Drugs, the army has carried out three of
the worst massacres in Mexico’s recent
history:

1) On June 30, 2014 22 civilians were
executed by soldiers who received orders from their superiors in Tlatlaya.
2) On January 5, 2015 16 unarmed people were executed by soldiers and federal police agents in Tanhuato.
3) On May 22, 2015 agents of the Mexican army and the federal police had a
confrontation with 42 people accused of
belonging to an organized crime group
in Apatzingan. An independent investigation led by the Mexican National Human Rights Commission showed that at
least 22 of the 42 people were extrajudicially executed.
Internal Security is a concept that
doesn’t appear in the constitution and
isn’t defined by any law. The ambiguity
of the term allows any activity contrary
to the interests of the government, and
even the army, to be classified as a matter of Internal Security. Giving the Mexican army the power to determine what
deserves to be catalogued as an internal
security issue and how to proceed aggravates the situation. Thus, the armed
forces may act autonomously, without
any accountability to civil authorities,
and without the approval of the president.
Human rights organizations, collectives, and individuals from civil society
have warned that the Internal Security Law threatens social protest, since
it will be the army and public officials

who will determine the validity of a
demonstration, increasing the risk of
repression. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, the
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, and other international organizations have warned of the risks that
this law represents for human rights in
Mexico.
While the government of Enrique Peña
Nieto and his allies in the U.S. are increasing the militarization of Mexico,
victims of state violence and organized
crime groups and allies demand a security strategy that removes the army
from the streets. There is also a call to
the Mexican government to separate
its interests from the procurement of
justice, thus demanding a cessation of
criminalization and violence against activists, journalists and social leaders.
In recent years, impunity for the regime’s allies contrasts with the injustices shown to those who defend and
inform their communities. At least 48
social and indigenous leaders, as well
as journalists, were killed in 2017. In
addition, the fight against drugs must
move beyond links to national security
issues and focus on public health. The
Internal Security Law was prepared
and pushed by the Secretary of National
Defense. Knowing this helps observers
understand how the main goal of the
law favors the permanence and normalization of the army performing public
security tasks.

The title is taken from a statement uttered in 1923 by Judge Learned Hand:
“Our dangers do not lie in too little tenderness to the accused. Our procedure
has always been haunted by the ghost
of the innocent man convicted. It is an
unreal dream.” But Rachlin has set out
to demonstrate that the convicted innocent is neither a ghost nor a dream but
an all too real consequence of too many
criminal procedures in this country.
To personalize his argument he introduces the reader to Willie J. Grimes, a
gentle soul wrongly convicted of rape in
1988 in a North Carolina rural courtroom. Grimes’ conviction rested on a
mistaken identification by the victim,
based on sloppy use of line-ups and the

(Information for this article comes from
the School of the Americas Watch in
Washington, DC. To learn more, go to
www.soawatch.org )
Joyce Rothermel is a member of
the Anti-War Committee.

BY NEIL COSGROVE

suggestion of a next-door neighbor, as
well as on now discredited “junk science”
in which the suspect’s hair was matched
with that of a single strand found at the
crime scene.

and in order to enroll he must express
remorse for a crime he has not committed. Grimes refused several times, over
the course of many years, to sign that
expression of remorse.

In addition, police ignored fingerprint
evidence found at that same crime
scene, as well as the testimony of several witnesses who placed Mr. Grimes
at some distance from the rape during
the time it occurred. It’s not surprising
that Grimes and these witnesses were
all African-American, but the case’s racial element is diminished somewhat by
the fact that the next-door neighbor who
fingered Grimes and the chief investigating officer were also African-American.

In alternating chapters, Rachlin describes the development in North Carolina of a then-unique entity known
as the Innocence Inquiry Commission,
which established procedures for investigating and adjudicating cases of
possible wrongful conviction, procedures that eventually exonerated Willie
Grimes. The commission is primarily
the brain-child of a retired, conservative
state Supreme Court judge and his onetime law clerk, a young attorney named
Chris Mumma, also a Republican but
with a lifetime affinity for underdogs.
Mumma is shocked by the flimsiness of
the evidence on which Grimes was convicted, and subsequently appalled by
the destruction of evidence that would,
through DNA testing, have gotten him
out of prison years prior to his eventual
exoneration.

Rachlin chronicles the physical and
emotional toll nearly 25 years of ensuing incarceration took on Grimes, a man
who steadfastly insisted on his innocence from the moment of his arrest until he is finally exonerated in 2012. And
the author does not shy away from the
occasionally Kafkaesque flavor of the
American penal system, such as Grimes
failing in several attempts to obtain parole because, to obtain parole, he must
enroll in a program for sex offenders,

We cannot support more bloodshed. We
must demand the end of US funding to
regimes that murder and criminalize
those who fight to defend their lives.
Contact your members in Congress
about these important decisions.

The post-electoral violence in Honduras,
which has left at least 38 people dead

HOW THE INNOCENT HAUNT THE U.S. JUSTICE SYSTEM

Americans are fond of saying that those
accused of a crime are “innocent until
proven guilty,” and reassure themselves
that trials before “a jury of one’s peers”
make conviction of the innocent close to
impossible. Unfortunately, Benjamin
Rachlin’s haunting book, Ghost of the
Innocent Man: A True Story of Trial and
Redemption (New York, Little, Brown
and Company, 2017) make such assertions sound like so much whistling past
the graveyard.

and hundreds of others injured, criminalized, and displaced for fear of reprisal, must be a wake-up call for Mexico
and the Americas. The Honduran army
and police, trained by the United States,
are behind the repression of those who
reject the fraud through which Juan
Orlando Hernández is imposing his regime. It is no coincidence that the Internal Security Law has been approved at
a crucial time for Mexico. It seems that
Enrique Peña Nieto seeks to follow in
the footsteps of Juan Orlando Hernández in Honduras.

In the final pages of his book, the author
lays out a strong argument for other
states establishing commissions similar
to that in North Carolina, which no oth-

er state has done so far. Because of the
work of various innocence projects, and
the introduction of DNA testing into
the criminal justice system in 1989, exonerations across the US have exceeded 2,000 in less than 30 years. Rachlin
continually emphasizes that these convictions are not the result of venality or
corruption on the part of prosecutors,
police, judges and juries, but of systemic
problems involving investigative procedures, funding, and overworked or incompetent legal representation.
States with the most exonerations—Illinois, New York, Texas and California—
were not at the top of the list, Rachlin
argues, because they were “wrongly
convicting the most people. More likely the reverse was true; these were the
states doing the best job, searching
most responsibly for errors and overturning them.” Ghost of the Innocent
Man strongly suggests that it is time
for Pennsylvania to establish its own
Innocence Inquiry Commission, and to
join those states at the top of the list for
exonerations.
Neil Cosgrove is a member of the
NewPeople editorial collective and
the Merton Center board.
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BECOMING RADICAL FEMINISTS
HASHTAGS, STRIKES, AND PROTESTS- OH MY!
IT’S TIME TO RADICALIZE THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT
While women in the United States
march in the streets protected by police,
sell pink hats to brand a movement and
use hashtags to assert passive liberalism on social media, women all over the
world, and in this country, are dying as
a result of United States imperialism
and neocolonialism. Every year International Women’s Day is held on March
8th. Originally organized by the Socialist Party of America in 1909, when
fighting for white women’s suffrage,
modern feminist movements shake off
their socialist roots in favor of bringing
the cause mainstream attention.
The power harnessed by women was
seen in Russia had the power to begin
the Russian Revolution in 1917, a truly
radical moment. What are we shutting
down this International Women’s Day?
What revolutions are we starting?
It is critical that we harness the power
of oppression women face in the United
States and come together across race,
class and gender lines to create change.
This means that white women and other women of privilege need to fight for
the dignity of those more vulnerable
than themselves as if it were their own,
while recognizing their unique experiences.
There is a funny meme that pops up
when scrolling the internet. It is a white
woman wearing a pink pussy hat holding a sign that says “If Hillary Were
President We Would All Be At Brunch
Right Now” while the caption reads:
“We know, that’s the problem.” For me,

this meme is truly representative of the
symbolic nature of the current feminist
movement in the United States. The
commodification of feminism by selling
products to support women contribute
to a capitalism which inherently undermines feminist movements. Having
a woman president is merely a symbol
of feminist success and, all too often, an
end-goal women ascribe to. Whether a
woman is in the White House or not, the
United States needs to address the brutal reality of violence our state imposes
on women of color at home and abroad.
In the United States, Native American
women are ten times more likely to be
murdered than other people in the U.S.
and are four times more likely to be
raped or sexually assaulted, as reported
in the New York Times by Timothy Williams. According to the National Center
for Transgender Equality, one in five
trans women will experience homelessness at least once in her lifetime.
There are an estimated five million undocumented women in the U.S., with
sixty percent of those women working
in the informal economy, including the
food service and domestic sectors, and
they have little to no access to legal representation regarding sexual violence,
domestic violence, or labor exploitation.
An estimated 70% of undocumented
women experience sexual assault while
crossing the border to the United States,
as reported by Human Rights Watch.
In the U.S. a black woman is 22 percent
more likely to die from heart disease

BY MARNI FRITZ

than a white woman, 71 percent more
likely to perish from cervical cancer,
and 243 percent more likely to die from
pregnancy or childbirth-related causes
according to the Center for Disease Control. These numbers are alarming.
While we have made great strides in
supporting experiences of sexual assault on the internet, our country’s
most vulnerable populations of women
remain silenced, lacking agency and
unable to access resources to seek justice for the crimes committed against
them. The #MeToo movement itself was
appropriated by white women when
Alyssa Milano tweeted encouraging
women who had also experienced sexual assault to post a #MeToo status to
highlight the magnitude of the problem.
While powerful, this phrase can originally be attributed to activist Tarana
Burke in 2007, who used the #MeToo
phrase to empower specifically women
of color to speak out against their experiences of assault. According to the Department of Justice, one in five women
who are raped report the assault, while
only one in fifteen Black women report
being raped. While it is so beautiful that
women all over the U.S. were inspired
by Alyssa Milano’s ability to speak up,
we need to protect the spaces created
for women of color to speak out against
their specific experiences, without silencing them and pushing them back
into the shadows.
If we want to support International
Women’s Day, we need to look beyond

the commodification of a movement to
show support. We must support policies
that are pro-women, pro-immigrant,
anti-war and anti-racist. It isn’t merely
using a hashtag to show your support
but actually voting in local elections.
It is calling your representatives and
local politicians to assert your voice. It
is educating yourself regarding harmful
neoliberal policies abroad. It is listening to and reading works by women of
color to understand that experiences of
gender are not homogenous in the United States. It is forcefully supporting
women of color leadership and insisting
there be seats at the organizing table ;
otherwise you walk.
When will women in the United States
look beyond polite marches and selling cute hats? Let’s be inspired by the
women in Russia in 1917. These women
had the power to go on strike, demanding an end to World War I and the end
of czarship, to shut down the cities of
Petrograd and St. Petersburg, and to
spark the Russian Revolution. Where is
our revolution? The women’s movement
needs to embrace intersectionality to
emphasize that one group’s oppression
is all of our oppression. A strike against
one of us threatens the security and dignity of all. Only then can we harness the
power of the masses to mobilize for true
change and true equity.
Marni Fritz is living it up in New
York, shucking coffee while applying to graduate programs in American Studies and Sociology.

Left: a screenshot,
provided by Marni
Fritz, of a photo of a
white woman holding
up a sign that says “If
Hillary was President,
we’d be at lunch” and
a commentary above,
saying “Yes, we know.
That’s the problem.”
(Photo provided by
Marni Fritz)

Picture provided by Socialist Alternative

REFLECTIONS ON THOMAS MERTON AND WOMEN

Each year International Women’s Day
is celebrated throughout the world (this
year on March 8). People gather to celebrate the social, economic, cultural and
political achievement of women.

This year, we would like to share some
of the thoughts and experiences of
Thomas Merton regarding women and
the feminine. Thomas Merton lost his
mother at age five. He was raised by
his father, who was absent much of the

time due to his international work as
an artist. He had one brother, but they
did not have a close relationship in their
youth. They lived with uncles, aunts
and grandparents after their father’s
death when they were still teenagers.
As a young adult, Merton was socially
and sexually active. He fathered a child
in England while he was going to school
at Cambridge. He was bailed out by
his guardian and transferred to the US.

BY JOYCE ROTHERMEL

(The woman and their child were killed
in the London bombings of World War
II.)
It was while he was in New York going to Columbia University that he
was drawn to the Catholic Church. He
was inspired by Baroness Catherine
Doherty, founder of Friendship House
in Harlem, a place that provided help to
people in need. She said of Merton in a
letter to the Abbot upon Merton’s death:

“Fr. Louis (Merton’s religious name)
in some strange and mysterious way I
never quite understood, was in part my
spiritual son.” In 1963 she had written
to Merton, “You know, of course, that I
love you much in the Lord. For it was
He Who brought us together in Friendship House for such a short spell of time.
In a strange manner I feel like an older
sister or even mother to you. Why? I
cannot tell. Maybe it isn’t even that at
all—yet there is a bond.”
Continues on page 11.....
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ELECTION NEWS
CONGRESSIONAL PROFILES - MARCH 13TH ELECTION, 18TH DIST.
BY JIM MCCARVILLE

US Congressional Election March 13
-18th District
A special election will be held March 13
to fill the seat vacated by U.S. Rep. Tim
Murphy, for PA’s Dist. 18. The district
includes several south of Pittsburgh
suburbs in Allegheny County, and parts
of Washington, Greene and Westmoreland counties. This is the first highly
contested election for the District since
the 2010 census gerrymandering took
effect.
Profiles of the two candidates follow.
Candidate: Conor Lamb (D)
Conor Lamb, the Democratic candidate,
is a Marine Corps Captain and a former
US federal prosecutor (Assistant US
Attorney). Some of his significant cases
involved a perjury conviction in a sexual misconduct case; a heroin kingpin
conviction; a firearms straw purchasing
conviction; and a drug-related murder
case conviction. The main thrust of the

political ads run against him is his supposed ties to Minority Leader Pelosi. He
has said that he would not support her
bid to remain Minority Leader.
As his top priority, drawing on his prosecutorial background, Lamb says he
will take immediate action in the fight
against heroin. His additional priorities
are protecting good jobs, making health
care more affordable, protecting Medicare and Social Security, and releasing
students from lifetime debt traps. He favors responsible natural gas extraction,
the jobs that go with it, as well as clean
air and clean water.
As of February 1, with over $500,000,
Lamb had raised twice as much as his
Republican opponent. He has been endorsed by “End Citizens United”, a nonprofit campaign that is directed at ending corporate election funding. Lamb
refuses to accept money from outside
corporate political action committees.

Candidate: Rick Saccone (R)
Rick Saccone, currently a State Senator from the Mon Valley, once described
himself as ‘Trump before Trump.” He
favors fixing Obamacare with free market policies, intensively vetting immigrants from terror-training countries
and securing our borders. He is opposed
to keeping a high national debt or raising high taxes to pay for the debt.
While in the State House, he proposed
the Castle Doctrine and measures that
the Daily News said would “make gun
owners a ‘protected class’ against discrimination.” In state government, he
earned ratings of 100% by the NRA;
90% by the Federation of Independent
Businesses; 86% by the American Conservative Union; 9% by Penn Environment and 0% by Planned Parenthood.

Korea. He also worked for several international companies
The Saccone campaign reported contributions of about $240,000 by Feb. 1.
But outside Political Action Committees have pledged millions for TV advertising. Both President Trump and
Vice-President Pence have appeared for
him.
Jim McCarville is a member of the
TMC Board and of the New People
Editorial Collective.

If you are registered in the 18th
District, remember to vote on
Tuesday, March 13. This is not
the primary. One does not have
to have a party affiliation to vote.

He is a former U.S. Air Force Officer
with service as a USAF Interrogator in
Iraq and a Counter Intelligence Chief in

REFLECTIONS ON THOMAS MERTON
AND WOMEN (CONT’D)

BY JOYCE ROTHERMEL

It is not until Merton began to write
that his thoughts on women came to
be known. Seeking wisdom was at the
depth of Merton’s insatiable reading,
study, prayer and networking correspondence. Hear the respect Merton
has for the feminine in his writing:
“There is in all visible things an invisible fecundity, a dimmed light, a meek
namelessness, a hidden wholeness.
This mysterious Unity and Integrity is
Wisdom, the Mother of all.... There is
in all things an inexhaustible sweetness
and purity, a silence that is a fount of
action and joy. It rises up in wordless
gentleness and flows out to me from the
unseen roots of all created being, welcoming me tenderly, saluting me with
indescribable humility. This is at once
my own being, my own nature, and the
Gift of my Creator’s Thought and Art
within me, …speaking as my sister.
Wisdom.”
Merton acknowledged to his friend Sr.
Mary Luke Tobin, General Superior
of the Sisters of Loreto, one of the few
women (and only American woman) invited as an official observer to the Second Vatican Council that, “Women have
been left out. Women have been left out
of the Church for a very long time and
it might be quite good if they got back
in.” In a letter to her while she was in
Rome, Merton wrote, “It was not really
a surprise to me that you were chosen
as observer from the better half of the
human race….”
In Merton’s study of church history, he learned of Julian of Norwich, a
fourteenth century mystical theologian
who was not allowed to preach, teach,
or write theology under pain of excommunication. She has since become the
mystic of our time. Thomas Merton
call her “one of the most wonderful of

all Christian voices” and “the greatest
medieval theologian.”
Another woman with whom Merton
carried on a lengthy correspondence
was Rosemary Radford Ruether who is
still alive. She is a theologian and feminist writer. She was on the faculty at
Howard University until 1976. Ruether
first wrote to Merton in 1966 two years
before he died. As a young theologian
Merton treated her as a peer. They
dialogued about theology and Ruether
challenged him on his vocation. Ruether remains an advocate for women’s
ordination, a movement among Catholic religious persons who affirm women’s capacity to serve as priests.
These are only a few of the women
with whom Merton corresponded and
wrote about during his years in the
Monastery (1941-68). One of Merton’s
books that I would recommend to TMC
friends is The Hidden Ground of Love:
The Letters of Thomas Merton on Religious Experience and Social Concerns
edited by William H. Shannon. There
you will find letters to Dorothy Day,
Coretta Scott King, Ethel Kennedy and
many other women who were touched
by Merton’s compassion and wisdom.
Were Merton writing today, he would
have a lot to say about the women’s
movement, the burden women carry
with the vast poverty and disparity
around the globe, the indignity women
experience as sexual objects and in violence toward women. I think he would
be a supporter of the Equal Rights
Amendment and to the TMC projects,
notably Stop Sexual Assault in the Military.
Joyce is a member of the Editorial Collective and a member of the
Thomas Merton Center Board.
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VOICES FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
LENTEN SPEAKER, SR. CAROL ZINN
BOOK REVIEW: SPEAK PEACE IN A
WORLD OF CONFLICT BY MARSHALL B. PITTSBURGH, SUNDAY, MARCH 18
ROSENBERG
BY KATHLEEN GERACE

My first ventures into peacemaking
were the demonstrations against the
wars in Afghanistan and then Iraq.
Marching along with thousands of others
was exhilarating. I felt empowered. But
I noticed as the wars dragged on many
of the demonstrators began to sound
more belligerent and angry. The words
of Gandhi reverberated with me; “Be
the peace you want to see in the world.”
Many years later I discovered the
writings of Marshall Rosenberg, who
admired Gandhi and developed a
spiritual practice to enable constructive
dialogue to take place in situations
of conflict. It begins with opening
our own hearts to make space for the
human needs of all contending parties.
When this atmosphere is created,
defensiveness is reduced, and it then
becomes possible to consider other
strategies that can meet the needs of all
parties more effectively and with less
cost. This kind of collaboration is life
affirming.

developed by Marshall Rosenberg, to
heal the pain of past relationships as
well as enhancing my professional work.
Speak Peace in a World of Conflict is
available at The Thomas Merton Center.
“The arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.
Kathleen Gerace is on the steering
committee
of
Compassionate
Pittsburgh and is a chaplain at
UPMC Mercy.

Come to Kearns Spiritualty Center,
9000 Babcock Blvd. in Allison Park (beside LaRoche College and behind the
Motherhouse of the Sisters of Divine
Providence) to experience Carol Zinn’s
encouragement to: “.... embrace these
times with confidence, compassion, and

I have personally been empowered
through the principles and practices
of Non-Violent Communication, as

LEARNING TO THINK BLACK?

One of the demonstrations was the
march for voting rights across the
Edmund Pettis Bridge from Selma to
Montgomery in March 1965. At Selma
police violence took place under the instructions of a different Al Lingo, the
head of the Highway Patrol. The minister was previously known as Charles
Alan Lingo, but his colleagues liked the
idea of two Al Lingos confronting each
other.
Violence in Selma aroused special attention because a white woman from
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Dr. Zinn served as the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) representative
of her order at the United Nations for
eight years, years during which she participated in UN sessions on such issues
as human rights, the eradication of poverty, peace and disarmament, sustainable development, health care – and
more. Sr. Carol’s visit is sponsored by
the Association of Pittsburgh Priests
and is open to all.

courage.” Cost of the talk is $20 and can
be paid at the door. For information and
to register in advance (not necessary),
contact Fr. John Oesterle at 412-2327512.
The Association of Pittsburgh Priests
(APP) is a diocesan-wide organization
of ordained and non-ordained women
and men who act on our baptismal call
to be priests and prophets. Its mission,
rooted in the Gospel and the Spirit of
Vatican II, is to carry out a ministry of
justice and renewal in ourselves, the
Church and the world. The APP is a
partner organization of the Thomas
Merton Center.

During her time in Pittsburgh, Dr. Zinn
will view the personal, political, and prophetic aspects of our times through the
lens of the Christian Gospel message, a
wide-angle lens to be sure, one impacted
by her extensive, front-line experiences
on the global issues when she was at the
UN representing 15,000 Sisters of St,
Joseph ministering in 57 countries.

Speak Peace in a World of Conflict is
filled with inspiring stories, lessons,
and ideas drawn from more than forty
years of mediating conflicts and healing
relationships in some of the most violent
corners of the world.

Rev. Al Lingo, a Protestant minister,
spoke this February 9 at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary to members of
Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) Southwest, seminarians,
and others about his journey out of
oblivious whiteness to a lifelong commitment to racial justice and nonviolence. His work with Martin Luther
King as part of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference in Selma and
elsewhere in the South was a particular
highlight. He helped form Concerned
White Citizens’ Councils in a number
of Southern cities and participated in
demonstrations where he and his companions were arrested, jailed, and/or
beaten while police stood by or participated in the beating.

All are invited to participate in the upcoming talk by Sr. Carol Zinn on deepening one’s desire to choose the way of
the Christian Gospel on Sunday, March
18 at 1:30 PM, taking place at Kearns
Spirituality Center in Allison Park.
Her talk will focus on the Gospel’s Way
of inviting all “to always move toward
mercy over judgment, love over fear,
and inclusion over exclusion – never
counting the cost.”

Photo: Sisters of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia

BY MARIANNE NOVY

Detroit, Viola Liuzzo, was shot by a Ku
Klux Klanner while she was trying to
drive people back from the demonstration. Churches put demonstrators up for
the night. Lingo wanted to stand guard
outside a church. King responded,
“What are you going to do if they come?
Get out of sight—we don’t need another death.” King always emphasized the
need for non-violence. “They have a lot
of guns. We’re doing a nonviolent protest as a faith statement that we love
everyone and we want the right to vote.”
On a previous trip South, on June 18,
1964, he helped King integrate a motel
pool in St. Augustine, Florida, by checking in and going for a swim with an
African American activist, J. T. Johnson, also staying at the hotel, and other
demonstrators. The motel owner poured
acid into the pool to get them out. On
June 19, the Civil Rights Bill, including
an end to segregation in public accommodations as well as employment and
schools, passed the Senate, and the following month President Johnson signed
it. Segregating restaurants, motels,
lunch counters, and the like was now
against the law.
Lingo’s consciousness had been raised
in 1957 when he went to the University
of Texas, where he met black students,

visited them in their dorm, and discovered that they were upset that a fraternity to which he belonged was putting
on (“for charity”) a minstrel show, with
white students in blackface. Only two
others of his fraternity brothers voted
against this “tradition,” but by 1962 the
minstrel show was gone.
He entered a seminary at Texas Christian University, and went to the African
American church where the only black
student in the seminary was preaching.
“I felt it was real for me.” He continued
his studies at Drew Theological School
in Madison, New Jersey, then joined
the Ecumenical Volunteer Service and
the Ecumenical Institute, worked in
Chicago’s west side ghetto, traveled
and studied in Europe, and there met
students from Africa.
Rev. Lingo says he took as a guide
Thomas Merton’s words, “What do black
people want? White people to learn to
think black.” When the Ecumenical Institute sent him to Kenya, every year
when he visited the United States he
got cassette tapes of Merton and King
and brought them back to Africa. He
tried going back to being Charles for
a while, but when he returned to the
South in 1986 he became Al again because people knew him that way. At 82,

he still teaches mindfulness, unconditional love, and forgiveness. The day he
spoke, he had just finished co-leading a
retreat for the PIIN Executive Board,
along with his daughter, Kaira Jewel
Lingo.
Two lessons he learned from Dr. King,
he says, are “Black and white together” and “It’s dangerous to get yourself
over-extended. That happened to Martin in the last year of his life. The field
staff couldn’t keep a demonstration in
Memphis from getting violent.” However, King did know how to relax. “He was
in a pillow-fight on the last day of his
life.” When asked if he ever felt afraid,
Rev. Lingo said, “Sometimes you can be
foolish not to be fearful, but we felt we
were on the right side of history.” About
improving race relations in Pittsburgh,
he said that his motto is “Get in the way.
Say ‘You can’t talk that way in front of
me. That’s not just.’”
Rev. Lingo is a member of the Board of
Directors of the National Voting Rights
Museum and Institute in Selma. PIIN
Southwest’s executive director, Jamaal
Craig, is also a member of that board.
Marianne Novy is a member of the
Editorial Collective.

TOXIC CRACKER PLANTS
PANEL TO DISCUSS PROPOSED TOXIC
CRACKER PLANT
BY WANDA GUTHRIE

How will our city be impacted by the
proposed upwind petrochemical plants?
Can we afford to accept Allegheny
County’s rank as in the top 1% of cancer rates ?
What can we do to prevent the proposed
plants?

What can we do to to prevent the supporting infrastructure from threatening
our air and water?
“Climate and local air quality are not
issues for environmentalists only, they
are issues for anyone who wants well-being for humanity:“ Rev. John Creasy
Come learn about the danger and what
you can do to prevent the proposed massive petrochemical hub threatening our
air, land and water:
Thursday, Mar 22, at 7pm,
Thomas Merton Center, 5129 Penn Avenue
Garfield neighborhood, Pittsburgh
The presentation will include Matt Mehalik, Director of the Breathe Project,
and a panel of dedicated activists.
The Breathe Project works to promote
clean air and inspire healthy communities across southwestern Pennsylvania. They use the best available science
to understand the quality of the air we
breathe, to build public awareness and
to improve community health and wellness.
Rev. John Creasy, pastor of the Open
Door Church- Garfield, permaculture
teacher and farmer at Garfield Community Farm Board, member of Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light, and the
Pittsburgh Presbytery Peacemaking
Team.
Terrie Baumgardner, Climate Reality
Volunteer and member of the Citizens
To Protect the Ambridge Reservoir,
where the encroachment of Shell’s Falcon Pipeline threatens the watershed of
this pristine reservoir.
Citizens to Protect the Ambridge Reservoir are protecting drinking water while
educating residents. They are “water
protectors.” Shell has applied for a permit to build their 97-mile Falcon Pipeline to transport ethane from fracking
to be used in the manufacturing of plastics. The infrastructure to accomplish

this is harmful to us all, as the pipelines run through 22 townships in PA,
WV, and OH close to homes, businesses, groundwater wells, public parks,
schools, daycare centers, emergency
response centers and major hiking and
biking trails.. The Falcon also plans to
intersect the only line that feeds from
the Ambridge Reservoir Watershed to
its customers, 30,000 people who rely
on the reservoir for water.
Nora Johnson, Climate Reality Volunteer, Earth Care Team- Sixth Presbyterian Church, as well as a Pittsburgh
member of Citizens to Protect the Ambridge Reservoir.The Climate Reality
Project is teaching members to address
“compassion challenges,” while recognizing the threat that a large “Petro
Chemical Hub” will pose not only to
Western PA but the world.
Light refreshments will be served.
The Thomas Merton Center and PA
Interfaith Power and Light Pittsburgh
Chapter are proud to host this particular panel.
Our panel participants work to protect
our piece of Earth in Western Pennsylvania. They use their expertise, their
love and experience of this particular
place as they address climate change.
Addressing the moral question of Earth
Care and stewardship has not always
translated well into democratic church
governance. Yet, one hundred and thirty churches of the Pittsburgh Presbytery, representing 30,000 congregants,
voted and to accept a resolution on
eco-justice by the Peacemaking Team
of the Presbytery. They have managed
to accomplish three things; bring a vote
on divestment from fossil fuels, address
the most pressing local ecological issues, and propel congregations to make
positive changes in their own theology
and action. They also voted to oppose
the fossil fuel industry expansion in our
region, as seen in the Royal Dutch Shell
Ethane Cracker in Potter Township.
We will be challenged to become vigilant and active as the decisions being
made around us impact the world. What
happens in Potter Township does not
stay in Potter Township.
Wanda Guthrie is a Board Member
of Pennsylvania Interfaith Power &
Light.

DEATH IN DONORA; EPISODE 1
There was a time ….. =

I have felt the fog in my throat -The misty hand of Death caress my
face;
I have wrestled with a frightful foe
Who strangled me with wisps of gray
fog-lace.
Now in my eyes since I have died.
The bleak, bare hills rise in stupid
might
With scars of its slavery imbedded
deep;
And the people still live -- still live -- in
the poisonous night.
Folklorist Dan G. Hoffman reported
collecting the ballad “Death in Donora”
from area resident John P. Clark
Donora, Pennsylvania used to be a prosperous mill town. The 14,000 residents
were hard working and nurtured very
fine ball players. U.S. Steel’s Donora Zinc Works and its American Steel
& Wire Plant employed many and the
community prospered. WWII Veterans
knew they would have a job when they
returned and they built strong families.
Hydrogen fluoride and sulfur dioxide
emissions brought a little coughing but
seemed to be a small price to pay.
Donora was also the the setting of one
of the worst air pollution disasters in
our nation’s history.
On the morning of October 27, 1948,
fog started building up and continued
building for five days. By the second day
a temperature inversion occurred that
would quickly become deadly. This type
of inversion creates a situation where
warmer air aloft traps pollution in a
layer of colder air near the surface. The
poisonous air, mixed with dense low fog,
formed a thin, yellowish, acrid smog
that hung over the town. The already
toxic mixture of hydrogen fluoride and
sulfur dioxide, and all other industrial
chemicals including fluorine were not
able to dissolve in the atmosphere. The
land and air were covered in a disaster
of Biblical proportions; affliction of air
pollution of “sulfur and salt” … brimstone.

BY WANDA GUTHRIE

The smog knew no boundaries and
the photos of the time show the smog
blowing through other small towns in
the Mon Valley, including McKeesport,
Monessen, and Charleroi. The immediate effects were respiratory distress;
many of the illnesses and deaths were
attributed to asthma, but as the smog
continued 20 people died and about one
third to one half of the town’s population were sickened. Another 50 people
died within a month after the incident.
It was not until early in the morning
of October 31 that the operators of the
plants agreed to temporarily cease operations. On the same day rain began to
fall, dispersing the smog, and the plants
immediately resumed operations.
Later that year, Dr. Clarence A. Mills of
the University of Cincinnati released a
study showing that many more Donora
residents could have been killed if the
smog had lasted any longer.
This year marks the 70th anniversary
of this sad event. Writing this article at
this time in our nation’s history is difficult. The incident that affected so many,
the exposure to large amounts of pollution, the fatalities, were cited many
times during the activism that brought
about the Clean Air Act of 1970 and the
beginning of the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce regulations
to protect us from hazardous airborne
contaminants. The storefront Donora
Smog Museum opened in 2008 with a
slogan “Clean Air Started Here”. There
are now about 4,000 people living in Donora.
*******************
Future issues will explore the Donora
tragedy further.
APRIL: Death in Donora Episode 2 Where did the time go…
MAY: Death in Donora Episode 3 What I would give for some time….
JUNE: Death in Donora Episode 4 Slow time, Earth time.
With gratitude to Wikipedia and Deuteronomy 29:23
Wanda Gurhtie is the convenor,
of the EcoJustice Working Group,
Thomas Merton Center

The 1939 Donora High
School yearbook baseball
team photo features Hall
of Famer Stan Musial
(top row, second from
left) and Buddy Griffey
(front row, at left), the
grandfather of Mariners
great Ken Griffey Jr.
(Photo provided by Wanda Guthrie)
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UNEARTHING WAR’S TRUTH
PNC BANK ANTI-NUKE CAMPAIGN:
GROWING AND SPREADING (CONT’D)
BY PAUL DORDAL

Philadelphia, PA, New York, NY
and Washington, D.C. to organize
and execute direct actions against
PNC in those cities. We have created
a Direct-Action Packet that other
groups can use to carry out nonviolent direct actions against their
local PNC bank branches. Not
only are we growing, we are now
spreading to wherever PNC Bank is
operating.
Second Picket at The PNC Tower
On January 18, 2018, twenty-five
concerned everyday folk from the
Pittsburgh region came out for the
second time and braved the cold
to protest PNC Bank’s more than
one-billion-dollar investment in
nuclear weapons manufacturers.
Our demands are that PNC Bank
sell off these loans and investments
and create a binding corporate policy
to never invest in nuclear weapons
manufacturers again.
Our boisterous picketers handed out
over 250 flyers to PNC employees
and other workers on their lunch
breaks, while five of PNC Bank’s
senior executive leadership looked on
nervously from inside their financecapitalist headquarters building.
PNC Bank broke off negotiations
with our team recently and said
they would not return to table until
we agreed to loosen our demands
and cease from our public actions.

But we will continue to expand
our campaign, increase our public
activities and direct-actions, and
keep putting on the pressure until
PNC realizes that negotiation is the
only way forward.
Connecting the Dots
Many people in the United States
are unaware of how the Military
Industrial Complex works. The
United States government, which
wants to spend one trillion dollars
on new nuclear weapons over the
next ten years, does not actually
make nuclear weapons. Private
corporations and their financiers
(banks like PNC) are the actual
producers of these weapons. It is
in finance-capitalists interest to
have the U.S. government keep
purchasing (and using) more and
more weapons in order that they
continue to make even more profits.
Through their lobbyists, political
contributions, media glorification
of U.S. imperialism, the financecapitalists actually use the U.S.
government to achieve their goal of
more and more profits.
The extremely sad part of this is that
it is the everyday worker’s tax dollars
which pay for the weapons and it
is our deposits in the banks that
finance their manufacture. We need
to bring to the attention of the public
that these large U.S. bank/corporate

monopolies are using our money to
finance death and destruction all
around the world. Nuclear weapons
do not make us safer; they make us
live in constant fear. And we do not
need to stand for it. We have the
power; it is our money and we can
decide how to use it.
In the near future, we will start
gathering folk who will begin moving
their money out of PNC Bank to
community banks and credit unions.
Our multi-pronged effort against
PNC Bank will become the symbol
for other activists to follow, and for
other corporate banks to be put on
notice. They are next!
On a positive note, we believe we are
presenting PNC Bank an excellent
opportunity to side with the people,
its depositors, and Stop Banking The
Bomb!
For more information, contact
stopbankingthebomb@gmail.
com or look for upcoming
events on our Facebook page @
stopbankingthebomb.
Rev. Dordal is a member of the
Thomas Merton Center and a
volunteer organizer for Veterans
For Peace, Chapter 47. He is the
coordinator of the Stop Banking
the Bomb campaign.

(Photo: Neil Cosgrove)
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BY MICHAEL DROHAN

Review of Book: The Korean War by Bruce
Cumings, 2010
The Korean War is often referred to as “the
forgotten war,” a name which was first
used in an article in US News and World
Report in May 1951, according to Cumings.
Cumings goes on, however, to assert
that the unknown war would be a more
appropriate title, since for most Americans
the Korean War is a never-known war as
well as a forgotten one.
Further elaborating, he comes to the
conclusion that it is a very convenient
forgetting. One example of why the US
government elite, the military, former
servicemen and the population at large
may wish to forget the Korean War is
the fact that Korea also had its My Lai
massacre in a village named Nogun Ri.
In September 1999, a Korean female
survivor of this massacre was quoted
in an Associated Press report as saying
that “American soldiers machine-gunned
hundreds of helpless civilians under a
railroad bridge.” A follow-up article in the
Washington Post reported that civilians
were huddled in a railroad tunnel for
as much as three days while American
soldiers returned to check every wounded
person and shoot them if they moved. It
took 50 years for this atrocity to appear
Continues on page 15.....

CARTOON

Peter Deutsch, Secretary, and Nancy O’Leary, President of Beaver County Peace Links send their Stop
Banking the Bomb message at the corner of Forbes and Murray in Squirrel Hell on February 9. They were
taking part in an action protesting PNC Bank’s investments in manufacturers of nuclear weapons.

THE KOREAN WAR:
CONVENIENT
FORGETTING

BY RUSS FEDORKA

HOPE IN AWARENESS
THE KOREAN WAR: CONVENIENT FORGETTING (CONT’D)
BY MICHAEL DROHAN

in the US press, albeit in very muted
form, and to this day hardly any
American knows of or is aware of this
crime.
The story of Nogun Ri is but one of the
atrocious crimes committed in Korea,
especially North Korea, in those dim
and distant days of the early 1950s.
North Korea was carpet bombed for
three years, with absolutely no concern
for civilians. Cumings reports that
the US used magnesium alloy sticks
to not just destroy but to burn Korean
cities. General Curtis LeMay, then
Chief of the Air Force, is reported to
have wanted to burn down every city
in North Korea. On July 11, 1952
Pyongyang was bombed by 1,254 air
sorties by day and 54 B-52 attacks by
night. Cumings reports that General
Ridgway wanted bigger and better
napalm bombs to “wipe out all life in
tactical locality and save the lives of
our soldiers.” The then Secretary of
Defense, Robert Lovett, adds, “If we
keep on tearing the place apart we can
make it a most unpopular affair for the
North.”

What emerges from this narrative of
the conduct of the war is that the US
state and military had every reason
to prevent the American public from
knowing these unconscionable policies
and deeds. Hence the effort to banish
this history down the memory hole.
The American press colluded in not
informing the people and helped the
forgetting process. The North Koreans,
however, have not forgotten these
crimes and they are still determined to
prevent their repetition.
Another aspect of the crimes commited
against the Korean people by the
US military, described by Cumings,
was the bombing of the dams which
provided irrigation for Korean rice
paddies in June, 1953. The bombed
dams provided water for 75% of North
Korea’s food production. In a word,
it was total warfare on the people
of Korea, with no distinction made
between civilians and combatants,
thus breaking all accepted norms
of traditional warfare, including
the Nuremberg principles. In this
same month of June 1953 President

Eisenhower told the National Security
Council that using nuclear weapons
in Korea would be cheaper than
conventional weapons, and a few days
later the Joint Chiefs recommended
launching nuclear attacks against
China. Accordingly it should be little
surprise that North Korea seems
somewhat paranoid about being
attacked by US nuclear weapons, given
the rhetoric of Donald Trump and his
“button being bigger.”
One of the great merits of Cumings’
book is that he lays out the broader
context in which the Korean War
took place. At the end of World War
One the US had been a supporter
of decolonization by the European
powers. However, the Korean and
Vietnam wars revealed something
utterly unimaginable at the end of
World War Two--the US was prepared
to intervene militarily against anticolonial struggles in East Asia. Korea
and Vietnam were fighting against
colonial powers, in one case Japan and
the other France. In Korea,the US
took the side of the collaborators with

Japan, against whom the insurgents,
many of whom were Communists, were
fighting. This aspect of the war is just
not forgotten in the US at large but is
mostly if not totally unknown.
Although the Korean War is unknown
to most Americans, it marked the most
amazing turning point in US history.
The Korean War was used to change
US foreign policy from containment
to roll-back of Soviet influence in
the world and to stem the thrust of
ex- colonies to get out from under the
imperial yoke of the West. This shift
in focus has resulted in the US having
400 military bases in over 70 different
countries in 2017. Cumings explores
these and other effects of the Korean
War on the US political economy.
Michael Drohan is a member of
the Editorial Collective and of
the Board of the Thomas Merton
Center.

THE INSANITY OF THE NUCLEAR ENTERPRISE
BY MICHAEL DROHAN

Daniel Ellsberg, the author of The
Doomsday Machine:Confessions of a
Nuclear War Planner, is best known
for his release of the Pentagon Papers
in 1972, which revealed many of the
unsavory aspects of the Vietnam War.
What is less well known, however, is
that before his role in releasing these
papers, he was a nuclear planner with
the RAND Corporation, a research and
development corporation which did
mainly classified research for the Air
Force.
In 1961 Ellsberg drafted the top
secret guidance issued by Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff(JCS) for the operational
plans for general nuclear war. So
it is not an idle claim that Ellsberg
was indeed a nuclear planner and
insider. Furthermore, together with
the Pentagon Papers he also illegally
copied nuclear planning documents,
spirited them out of the Rand HQ
and had them buried for safety.
Unfortunately these documents were
lost during the turmoil that followed
the publication of the Pentagon Papers.
This book, The Doomsday Machine, is a
kind of stand in and summary of these
documents.
The book’s title comes from Stanley
Kubrick’s 1964 film “Dr. Strangelove.”
In the film, the Soviet Ambassador,
while in the Joint Chiefs of Staff
war room, reveals the details of the

machine. Essentially, if the Soviet
Command structure was attacked, an
automatic trigger would go into effect,
and the Soviet arsenal of nuclear
weapons would be released, unleashing
Armageddon on the world. Most people
believed that the Doomsday Machine
was a kind of cruel joke and that no
such machine existed. Ellsberg reveals
that the idea of the Doomsday Machine
came to Kubrick from his 1961
conversations with Herman Kahn, one
of the chief nuclear planners at the
RAND Corporation.
Ellsberg reveals in the book that the
idea of the Doomsday Machine was not
just a theoretical concept but that it
actually existed. In the former Soviet
Union, it was called PERIMETER
or “Dead Hand.” If Moscow was hit
and knocked out, he asserts, then
automatically an ICBM would be
launched that would give a beep signal
to ICBMS it passed over, and Soviet
rockets would launch automatically,
bypassing ground officers. It also
existed in the US, according to
Ellsberg, in the form of pre-targeted
bombers on alert in the Strategic Air
Command(SAC) and Polaris submarine
launched missiles.
Ellsberg comes across not just as an
expert on nuclear matters but on war
more generally. In the book he gives
a concise history of how nations have
come from the idea of a just war to the

idea of omnicide and contemplation
of the wiping out of almost all life on
this planet through nuclear induced
“nuclear winter,” which would make
life impossible. The just war theory
clearly differentiated between
combatants and non-combatants and
condemned any attacks on civilians,
aka non-combatants. He traces the
break with just war theory back to
the Georgia campaign of General
Sherman during the Civil War. Part of
his campaign consisted of the burning
of the city of Atlanta. The invention
and use of air power in World War
One put a gaping hole through the just
war theory. With planes, the opposing
parties went over the trenches to bomb
the civilian infrastructure behind them
and eliminated the distinction.
At the outset of World War Two on
September 1, 1939, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt made a blistering attack “on
the maiming and killing of thousands
of defenseless men, women and
children in war.” He called it a “form of
human barbarism.” He was referring
to the bombing of Guernica in Spain by
German and Spanish fascists. But by
war’s end the US and Britain were fully
part of the barbarism in the bombing of
Tokyo, Dresden and Hamburg, to name
a few. In considerable detail, Ellsberg
traces this trajectory to barbarism,
where all boundaries and distinctions
were eliminated. The final straw was
the nuclear bombing of entire cities,

both Nagasaki and Hiroshima, a crime
beyond words and comprehension.
The insanity, however, did not stop
with Nagasaki and Hiroshima but
only intensified in the development
of ever more lethal killing machines
by the US, the former Soviet Union
and now some nine nuclear states.
Ellsberg describes in the book many of
the projects proposed by the Pentagon
which call into question the military’s
sanity. One of those proposals was
Project Retro which proposed that the
rotation of the earth could be stopped
by blasting horizontally a battery of
1000 first stage Atlas engines in the
opposite direction to that of the earth’s
rotation. This blast would occur were
the Soviet Union to attack the US
and it would confuse their targeting.
Ellsberg suggests the project could be
labeled criminally insane.
The book ends with an exploration
of how to dismantle the Doomsday
Machine. He appeals to those in the
doomsday apparatus with a conscience
to become whistleblowers, as he did
with the Vietnam War. While doing so,
he acknowledges his own complicity
with the criminal enterprise of nuclear
war planning.
Michael Drohan is a member of the
Editorial Collective and a member
of the Board of the Thomas Merton
Center.
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MARCH 2018 EVENTS CALENDAR
Thu
03/01 -

Thu
03/01 -

Thu
03/01 -

Fri
03/02 -

Mon
03/05 -

SayNo2EQT Protest
When: 12PM - 1PM
Where: EQT Headquarters, 625 Liberty Ave

Fri
03/09 -

Description: Join local activists from the
SayNo2EQT Campaign for a demonstration
against EQT Corporations’s role in
environmental destruction and their efforts at
greenwashing in Pittsburgh.

The democracy movement needs YOU!
Interested in getting more involved in the fight
to #endPAcorruption and restore democracy in
Pennsylvania?
We are barnstorming across PA, hosting events
in over 20 cities and towns where we will
educate and mobilize for March on Harrisburg
and the Poor People’s Campaign!

Gerrymandering: The Problem and a
Solution
When: 6PM - 8PM
Where: Kingsley Association
Description: Anna Fisher and Khalid Ali from
Fair Districts PA will provide an informational
presentation on the impact of gerrymandering in
Pennsylvania, and the grassroots effort to create
an independent citizens commission to carry out
the redistricting process.

Sat
03/10 -

Join the Movement for Democracy in
Pittsburgh!
When: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Where: First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh,
605 Morewood Ave

Disability Day of Mourning
When: 7PM - 8PM
Where: William Pitt Union

Since 2013, the Pittsburgh disability community
has come together to mourn the loss of these
valued community members and fight to change
the narrative that devalues disabled lives and
enables this horrific phenomenon to continue.

Purim Extravaganza- Purim Spiel and
Dance Party
When: 8PM
Where: The Glitterbox, 460 Melwood Ave

The democracy movement needs YOU!
Interested in getting more involved in the fight
to #endPAcorruption and restore democracy in
Pennsylvania?
We are barnstorming across PA, hosting events
in over 20 cities and towns where we will
educate and mobilize for March on Harrisburg
and the Poor People’s Campaign!

Mon
03/12 -

Aprendan Sus Derechos
Know-Your-Rights
When: 6PM - 8PM
Where: Coro Pittsburgh, South Side

A coalition of organizations is hosting two
concurrent sessions for employees in the
restaurant industry about your rights when
interacting with immigration agents. employment
and labor rights will also be covered.

Join IfNotNow Pittsburgh for a Purim
Extravaganza- Purim Spiel and Dance Party,
fundraiser for IfNotNow Pittsburgh and the
family of Mark Daniels. All are welcome.

Aprendan Sus Derechos
Know-Your-Rights
When: 6PM - 8PM
Where: United Steelworkers, 60 Blvd of the
Allies, Downtown Pittsburgh

Thu
03/15 -

A coalition of organizations is hosting two
concurrent sessions for employees and
employers in the restaurant industry about your
rights when interacting with immigration agents.
employment and labor rights will also be covered.

Thu
03/08 -

Join the Movement for Democracy in
Pittsburgh!
When: 6:30PM - 9:30PM
Where: Unitarian Universalist Church of
the North Hills, 2359 W Ingomar Rd

PGH International Women’s Strike
When: 11AM - 1PM
Where: PGH City-County Building

On March 8, join millions of women worldwide
to strike and protest against sexism and gender
violence! This year, the PGH International Women’s Strike #M8 Coalition will work alongside the
Women’s Law Project to highlight the urgent need
for paid sick leave in Pittsburgh, especially among
women who work low-wage jobs, women of color,
queer and trans women, parents, caregivers, disabled people, and victims of domestic and sexual
abuse. The Pittsburgh Paid Sick Days Act is going
before the PA Supreme Court for review.

Thu
03/15 -

Philanthropy and Climate Change: a New
Model for Building Urban Resilience
When: 8AM - 10AM
Where: University Club, Ballroom B

Please join us for an exciting event! GSPIA’s
Philanthropy Forum Presents: Javier Alberto
Soto, President and CEO of The Miami
Foundation. He will be joined by local
respondant Grant Oliphant, President and CEO,
The Heinz Endowments.

A Forum on Serving Local LGBT Youth
When: 7PM - 8:30PM
Where: Church of the Redeemer
Free and open to all.

Sun
03/18 -

Lenten Speaker: Sr. Carol Zinn
When: 1:30PM
Where: Kearns Spirituality Center

Her talk will focus on the Gospel’s Way of inviting
all “to always move toward mercy over judgment,
love over fear, and inclusion over exclusion – never
counting the cost.”

REGULAR MEETINGS
Sundays:

Book’Em: Books to Prisoners Project
First three Sundays of the month at TMC, 4-6pm
Contact: bookempgh@gmail.com

Mondays:

SW Healthcare 4 All PA /PUSH Meeting
3rd Monday, 6:30 —8 pm
Squirrel Hill Library
Contact: bmason@gmail.com
Association of Pittsburgh Priests
2nd Monday, 7—9 pm,
St. Pamphilus Parish
1000 Tropical Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15216
Women’s International League for Peace &
Freedom (WILP)
2nd Monday, 7:00 PM
Thomas Merton Center, 5129 Penn Ave
Amnesty International #39
2nd Wednesday, 7—9 pm
First Unitarian Church, Morewood Ave. 15219

Tuesdays:

Green Party
First Tuesday of the month at Panera, Blvd of the
Allies, Oakland, 7pm

Wednesdays:

Darfur Coalition Meeting
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 5:30 – 7:00 pm,
Meeting Room C Carnegie Library, Squirrel Hill
412-784-0256
Pennsylvanians for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty (PADP)
1st Wednesdays, 7-8pm, First Unitarian Church,
Ellsworth & Morewood Avenues, Shadyside
Pittsburghers for Public Transit
2nd Wednesday, 7pm, 1 Smithfield St., lower
level

Thursdays:

International Socialist Organization
Every Thursday, 7:30-9:30 pm at the Thomas
Merton Center
Global Pittsburgh Happy Hour
1st Thursday, 5:30 to 8 pm, Roland’s Seafood
Grill, 1904 Penn Ave, Strip District
Green Party Meeting
1st Thursday, 7 to 9 pm, 2121 Murray,
2nd floor, Squirrel Hill
Black Political Empowerment Project
2nd Thursday, 6 pm: Planning Council Meeting,
Hill House, Conference Room B

Fridays:

Unblurred Gallery Crawl
1st Friday after 6 pm, Penn Avenue Arts District,
4800-5500 Penn Ave.,
Friendship and Garfield 15224
Hill District Consensus Group
2nd Friday, 10 am — 12 pm, Elsie Hillman Auditorium, Kaufmann Center
1825 Centre Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
People of Prisoners in Need of Support
3rd Friday, 7:00pm New Hope Methodist Church,
114 W. North Ave, Pittsburgh 15212

Saturdays:

Project to End Human Trafficking
2nd Sat., Carlow University, Antonian Room
#502
Fight for Lifers West
1st & 3rd Saturday, 1 pm, TMC Annex
Anti-War and Anti-Drone Warfare Coalition
4rd Saturday at 11:00 am at TMC, 5129 Penn
Ave., Garfield, PA 15224

BECOME A MEMBER
Subscribe to The NewPeople by becoming a member of
the Thomas Merton Center today!
As a member, The NewPeople newspaper will be
mailed to your home or sent to your email account.
You will also receive weekly e-blasts focusing on peace
and justice events in Pittsburgh, and special invitations
to membership activities. Now is the time to stand for
peace and justice!
Join online at www.thomasmertoncenter.org/join-donate or fill out this form, cut out, and mail in.
Select your membership level:
____$15 Low Income Membership
____$15 Youth / Student Membership
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____$25 Introductory / Lapsed Membership
____$50 Individual Membership
____$100 Family Membership
____$500+ Cornerstone Sustainer Membership
____Donation $____________________________
____ Monthly Donation– Become a TMC Peacemaker
$____________________________
Or Become an Organizational Member:
____$75 Organization (below 25 members)
____$125 Organization (above 25 members)
____ I would like to receive the weekly activist Eblast
_____ I would like to receive The NewPeople newspaper

mailed to my house
Please complete and return to TMC. Thank you!
Name(s):
Organization (if any):
Address:
City:___________State:_____Zip Code:_______
Home Phone:_________________
Mobile Phone:_________________
Email:________________________
Mail to TMC, 5129 Penn Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15224
Call 412036103022 for more information.

